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PA 5204: URBAN SPATIAL & SOCIAL DYNAMICS 
 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Humphrey School of Public Affairs 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
Spring 2018 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  
Instructor: Chen Zhang 

 Tue/Thu 8:15 – 9:30 AM 
	   	  

Office hour: 1-3 PM Tuesdays 
HHH 25 

	   	  
Office: HHH 55 Room 5503 

	   	   	  
E-mail: zhan3373@umn.edu 

	   	   	  

TA: Eric Van Oss  
E-mail: 
vanos021@umn.edu 

 
	   	   	  

Office hour: 4-6 PM Mondays 
 
 
This course is an introduction to the relevant theories, models, and approaches that 
explain the function and structure of urban areas.  The course covers positive behavioral 
theories regarding the internal spatial arrangement and functioning of cities and 
characteristics of cities at a macro level and how they interact with each other (i.e., how 
they combine to produce systems of cities).  Subtopics include factors influencing urban 
spatial structure over time, models of urban form, theories of land use and land rent, and 
issues related to the spatial expression of economic, social and political forces in urban 
areas.  This course does not examine normative theories of urban form and development, 
and therefore leaves the treatment of specific urban planning movements such as Garden 
City, Modernism, New Urbanism, etc., to other courses, except insofar as these 
movements have had significant impact on urban form. 
 
This course will require a rudimentary but working knowledge of GIS for the completion 
of one or more assignments.  Specifically, students should be able to import census data 
into a GIS database, export data into Excel or SPSS, compute distances between points, 
and produce maps incorporating census tract attributes.  The course will also require 
rudimentary statistical analysis in SPSS, and a fair amount of database manipulation and 
calculations in Excel. 
 
By the end of the semester, students should be able to: 

• Understand major economic, geographic, and sociological approaches to 
understanding the development of cities  

• Understand and utilize standard tools for analyzing urban economic, spatial, and 
social structures 

• Identify and assess the importance of major social, political, and economic forces 
that have shaped urban spatial development of cities 

• Describe and explain the ways in which public policy and planning approaches 
have significantly affected urban development 

• Explain how local public financing in the U.S. affects the spatial development of 
urban areas 



 2 

A great deal about the topics covered in this course can be gleaned from four or five 
classic texts.  If you have read or studied from these in the past, you will be well-prepared 
for this course.  They are, in alphabetical order: 
 

Hall, Peter (2006) Cities in Civilization. Orion Publishing. 
Jacobs, Jane (1961) The Death and Life of Great American Cities. New York: Modern 

Library. 
Kostof, Spiro (1991) The City Shaped: Urban Patterns and Meanings Through History. 

London: Thames & Hudson Ltd. 
Mumford, Lewis (1961) The City in History. San Diego, CA: Harcourt. 

 
The readings for the course are a mix of classic articles on the course topics (for example, 
Alonso’s original depiction of the bid-rent theory, Colin Clark on density gradients, 
Charles Tiebout on public choice theory, etc.) and more recent theoretical developments 
and empirical investigations of urban dynamics. 
 
The midterm is scheduled for Tuesday, March 6.  The final day of class is Thursday, 
May 3.   
 
There is a single textbook for the course and it is available at the bookstore at Coffman.   
 
Angel, Shlomo (2012) Planet of Cities. Cambridge: Lincoln Institute of Land Policy. 
 
Other readings are available on the course Moodle site. 
 
Grading:  There is one exam and three take-home assignments.  The exam will be based 
on both the readings and the material covered in class.   
 
Semester Final Grades are based on the following: 
 
Midterm exam:  20% 
Metro Report 1  20% 
Metro Report 2  20% 
Metro Report 3  20% 
Take Home Exam                   15% 
Participation:     5% 
 
Policy on late assignments 
 
You will have at least two weeks to complete each of the assignments in this class.  It is 
expected that students will manage time and other responsibilities in such a way as to 
complete assignments on time.  No extensions will be given.  If a paper is handed in 1 to 
2 days late it will be graded down one full grade (e.g., from A- to B-).  If a paper is 
handed in 3 to 4 days late it will be graded down two full grades.  Assignments will not 
be accepted later than 4 days after the due date, and students will receive no credit. 
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Policy on Scholastic Dishonesty. Students are responsible for maintaining scholastic 
honesty in their work at all times. Students engaged in scholastic dishonesty will be 
penalized, and offenses will be reported to the Office of Student Academic Integrity 
(OSAI, www.osai.umn.edu).  
 
The University’s Student Conduct Code defines scholastic dishonesty as “plagiarizing; 
cheating on assignments or examinations; engaging in unauthorized collaboration on 
academic work; taking, acquiring, or using test materials without faculty permission; 
submitting false or incomplete records of academic achievement; acting alone or in 
cooperation with another to falsify records or to obtain dishonestly grades, honors, 
awards, or professional endorsement; or altering, forging, or misusing a University 
academic record; or fabricating or falsifying of data, research procedures, or data 
analysis.” 
 
Plagiarism is an important element of this policy. It is defined as the presentation of 
another's writing or ideas as your own. Serious, intentional plagiarism will result in a 
grade of "F" or "N" for the entire course. For more information on this policy and for a 
helpful discussion of preventing plagiarism, please consult University policies and 
procedures regarding academic integrity: http://writing.umn.edu/tww/plagiarism/. 
 
Student Mental Health and Stress Management 

As a student you may experience a range of issues that can cause barriers to learning, 
such as strained relationships, increased anxiety, alcohol/drug problems, feeling 
down, difficulty concentrating and/or lack of motivation. These mental health 
concerns or stressful events may lead to diminished academic performance or reduce 
a student's ability to participate in daily activities. University of Minnesota services 
are available to assist you with addressing these and other concerns you may be 
experiencing. You can learn more about the broad range of confidential mental health 
services available on campus via http://www.mentalhealth.umn.edu/. 
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COURSE OUTLINE 
 
After each topic a list of readings is given.  The readings are from the texts or they are on 
the Moodle site for the course.  In some cases there are “recommended” readings.  These 
are sources to which you can go for further information about a topic.  They are not 
required readings for the course.  
 
1.  Tue. Jan 16 Introduction and course overview  
(sunrise: 7:47 / mean high temp: 23°) 

 
Angel, chapter 1 
Glaeser (2011) Triumph of the city, chapter 1 “Our Urban Species.” 
 

 
2.  Thu. Jan. 18 History of urban development / urban origins. 
(7:45 / 24°) 

 
We begin with a brief look at the origins of urban life, the first cities, and the 
forces that first led humans to settle in cities.  This requires a definition of “city” – 
a surprisingly contested step in its own right.  There are competing theories about 
how and why urban settlements first emerged, but most emphasize the importance 
of agricultural surplus, a division of labor among the population, and 
technological advances.  “Urban morphology” (the study of the form of cities) is a 
search for the factors that produce specific urban forms.  We briefly highlight 
important factors in ancient cities, medieval cities, and the renaissance, and how 
and why the dominant urban form changed from each era to the next.  
 
Smith, Michael E. (2007) “Form and meaning in the earliest cities: A new 

approach to ancient urban planning.” Journal of Planning History 6 (1): 3-47.  
Thomas, Alexander R. (2010), chapter 6, “Rise of the City” in The evolution of 

the Ancient City Lanham, MD: Lexington Books. 
 
3.  Tue. Jan. 23 History of urban development / urban origins (cont.) 
(7:41 / 24°)  

 
Continuation of the previous session. 
 
Angel, chapter 6. 
King, Anthony D. (2015) “Colonialism and urban development.” In Miraftab and 

Kudva (eds.) Cities of the Global South Reader.  London: Routledge. 
Massey, Doreen (2015) “Cities interlinked.” In Miraftab and Kudva (eds.) Cities 

of the Global South Reader.  London: Routledge. 
 
 
 

4.  Thu. Jan. 25 History of urban development / the industrial city and urbanization. 
(7:40 / 25°) 
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We resume our high-speed history of urban development by taking a look at 
urban form and dynamics through the age of industrialization.  This is the era that 
has had the most proximate lasting effect on what our contemporary cities look 
like.  We also examine the concepts of “urban growth” and “urbanization” and 
distinguish between the two (Africa is seeing tremendous urban growth while 
remaining behind more developed countries in urbanization).  At some point in 
the past few years, urbanization worldwide, exceeded 50%: for the first time in 
this planet’s history, more humans live in cities than elsewhere.   
 
Angel, chapter 7. 
Muller, Peter O. (1986) “Transportation and Urban Form: Stages in the spatial 

evolution of the American metropolis.”  In Susan Hanson (Ed.) The geography 
of urban transportation. New York: The Guilford Press.  

  
5. Tue. Jan30   History of urban development / post-war modernism. 
(7:34 / 25°) 

 
Urban, Florian (2011) Tower and slab: Histories of global mass housing.  

Chapters 3 and 6. 
 
6.  Thu. Feb. 1 Urban form: theories and typologies / density gradient. 
(7:32 / 26°) 
 

We shift attention to the internal form of cities by examining the concept of the 
urban density gradient.  The basic set of relationships embodied in the density 
gradient form the foundation for many subsequent observations about urban form 

  
Angel, chapters 3 and 11. 
Clark, Colin (1951) “Urban population densities.” Journal of the Royal Statistical 

Society, Series A (General) 114 (4): 490-496. 
 
Recommended: 
Filion, Pierre, Kathleen McSparren, Trudi Bunting, and Alan Tse (2004) “Canada 

– U.S. metropolitan density patterns: Zonal convergence and divergence.” 
Urban Geography 25 (1): 42-65.  

 
7. Tue. Feb 6 GIS session with Eric.  
(7:26 / 27°) 

 
Eric will answer GIS-related questions for assignment 1.  For those of you not 
fully confident in the GIS element of the assignment, this will be very useful.  For 
GIS mavens, go ahead and sleep in today. 
 

 
 

8.  Thu. Feb.8  Urban form: bid-rent curve.  
(7:23 / 28°)    
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William Alonso in the early 1960s adapted a theory of value for agricultural land 
to urban areas.  The theory is based on the assumption that land value is based on 
the distance a given parcel lies from the central marketplace of the urban area (the 
central business district – CBD).  We look at how this single insight informs our 
understanding of land uses, densities, and how the basic relationship reacts to 
changes in transportation costs, population, and for different land uses.  
 
Alonso, William (1960) “A theory of the urban land market.” Papers and 

proceedings of the Regional Science Association 6: 149-157. 
 
 
9.  Tue. Feb. 13 Urban form: concentric rings / zones / sectors / monocentric and 
(7:16 / 29°)   polycentric forms. 
 

We move away from economic models of city form to theories of the Chicago 
School of sociology, prominent in the early 20th Century.  The “ecological” 
foundation of Park and Burgess leads them to conceive of the city as an organism 
with a metabolism.  City growth is analogized to natural ecological changes.  The 
spatial elements of Burgess’ ap the basic premise of outward and concentric 
growth, but adds complexity to proach suggest that cities evolve in a series of 
concentric rings.  Hoyt accepts it and posits a sector theory.  Harris and Ullman’s  
“multiple nuclei” model is perhaps the most realistic approximation of reality but 
lacks predictive power. 
 
Park, Robert E., Ernest W. Burgess, and Roderick D. McKenzie (1925) The City. 

Chapters 2 and 3 
Hoyt, Homer (1937) “City Growth and Mortgage Risk.” Chicago Insured 

Mortgage Portfolio 
Harris, Chauncy D., and Edward L. Ullman (1945) “The nature of cities.” Annals 

of the American Academy of Political and Social Science 242 (Nov.): 7-17.  
 

10.  Thu. Feb. 15  Urban systems: primate city / rank-size rule / central place theory. 
(7:13 / 30°)   
 

Central Place Theory, the “rank-size rule,” and the “primate city” hypothesis are 
all attempts to describe how cities relate to each other, and therefore how a system 
of cities develops within a region over time.  Each of the explanations posits a 
hierarchy of urban areas and produces very specific predictions about how 
systems of cities will develop over time and space.  The empirical evidence 
supporting each of the three is spotty at best. 

  
Angel, chapter 8. 
Moormaw, Ronald L., and Mohammed A. Alwosabi (2004) “An empirical 

analysis of competing explanations of urban primacy evidence from Asia and 
the Americas.” Annals of Regional Science 38 (1): 149-171. 
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11. Tue. Feb.20  Measuring the urban form. 
(7:05 / 31°)   

  
In this session we look at ways of measuring urban form.  Advances in GIS and 
Remote Sensing techniques allow for summary measures of urban form in ways 
that have not previously been possible.   Measurements can be made at various 
scales, from attempts to measure the characteristics of urban form at the 
neighborhood level, useful to urban planners, to meso scale characterizations of 
urban form, more useful to urban theoreticians.  
 
Angel, chapter 9. 
Song, Yan, and Gerrit-Jan Knaap (2004) “Measuring urban form: Is Portland 

winning the war on sprawl?” Journal of the American Planning Association 70 
(2): 210-225.  

Wheeler, Stephen M. (2015) “Built Landscapes of Metropolitan Regions: An 
International Typology,” Journal of the American Planning Association 81 (3): 
167-190. 

 
 
12. Thu. Feb. 22 The post-industrial city. 
(7:02 / 33°)   

 
In this session we look at the impact of deindustrialization on the world’s cities, 
how economic restructuring has led to significant changes in urban form and 
spatial dynamics.  Increasing globalization, facilitated by technological advances 
in communication, has, according to Sandercock, led to the emergence of the 
“mongrel city” – a mix of cultures and influences unprecedented in human 
history, and producing specific outcomes in urban areas around the globe. In this 
session we examine the potential for a “post-urban” era, in which technological 
advances make urban agglomerations irrelevant for most forms of commercial, 
social, and political transactions.   

 
Sandercock, Leonie (2003) Cosmopolis II: Mongrel cities in the 21st century. New 

York: Continuum.  Chapter 5.  
Soja, Edward W. (2010). Seeking spatial justice, pp. 114-127. 
 

 Recommended: 
Parr, John B. (2007) “Spatial definitions of the city: Four perspectives.” Urban 

Studies 44 (2): 381-92.  
Vicino, Thomas J., Bernadette Hanlon, and John Rennie Short (2007) 

“Megalopolis 50 years on: The transformation of a city region.” International 
Journal of Urban and Regional Research 31 (2): 344-67. 

 
 

13. Tue. Feb.27 The neo-liberal city 
(6:54 / 34°)    
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Webber, Richard, and Roger Burrows (2015) “Life in an Alpha Territory: 
Discontinuity and Conflict in an elite London ‘Village.’” Urban Studies. 

Davis, Mike (2007) “Sand, fear, and money in Dubai.” In Davis and Monk (eds.) 
Evil Paradises: Dreamworlds of Neoliberalism.  New York: The New Press. 

Pow, Choon-Piew (2011) “Living it up: Super-rich enclave and transnational elite 
urbanism in Singapore.” Geoforum 42: 382-393. 

 
Recommended: 
Ruggeri, Laura (2007) “’Palm Springs’: Imagineering California in Hong Kong.” 

In Davis and Monk (eds.) Evil Paradises: Dreamworlds of Neoliberalism.  New 
York: The New Press. 

 
14.  Thu. Mar. 1 Gentrification  
(6:50 / 36°) 

 
Though there are various definitions in use, it gentrification is a fundamental 
spatial redeployment of wealth and investment within urban areas.  In this session 
we examine different conceptualizations of gentrification, explore the 
implications of gentrification for urban form and for social, economic, and 
political relations with cities. 
 
Atkinson, Rowland, and Gary Bridge (eds.) (2005) Gentrification in a Global 

Context, Routledge: London.  Chapters 1 and 16. 
 

15.  Tue. Mar. 6 MIDTERM  
(6: 41 / 37°)  

 
SPRING BREAK 

 
16.   Tue. Mar. 20  Peri-urban development 
(7:16 / 43°) 
 

The developing world is experiencing rapid rates of urbanization that consist of 
rural to urban migration as well as the conversion of rural into urbanized land. In 
this session we look at the forces creating this pattern of peri-urban development 
and we look at its form and content. 
 
Harms, E. (2011) Saigon’s edge: On the margins of Ho Chi Minh City. Chapter 1. 
Webster, Douglas, Jianming Cai, and Larissa Muller (2014) “The new face of 

peri-urbanization in East Asia: Modern production zones, middle class 
lifestyles, and rising expectations.  Journal of Urban Affairs 36 (S1): 315-333. 

Jacobs, Jane (1984) Cities and the wealth of nations, pp. 47-58. 
 
 
17. Thu. Mar. 22 Suburbanization  
(7:12 / 44°) 
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The careful, scholarly examination of suburbanization has grown significantly 
over the past decades.  In this session we refer to the work of Jackson (Crabgrass 
Frontier), Fishman (Bourgeois Utopias), and Hayden (Building Suburbia) to look 
at the history of suburban development (focusing on the U.S. and western 
Europe).  We examine the different “waves” or “eras” of suburbanization to 
understand the various forms and functions of suburban development.  Current 
suburban development trends (edge cities, exurbs, inner-ring decline) are also 
covered. 

 
Angel, chapters 2, 4, and 14. 
Leaf, Michael (2015) “The suburbanization of Jakarta: A concurrence of 

economics and ideology.” In Miraftab and Kudva (eds.) Cities of the Global 
South Reader.  London: Routledge. 

 
Recommended: 
Hackworth, Jason (2005) “Emergent urban forms, or emergent post modernisms? 

A comparison of large US metropolitan areas.” Urban Geography 26 (6): 484-
519 

Lee, Sugie, and Nancey Green Leigh (2007) “Intrametropolitan spatial 
differentiation and decline of inner-ring suburbs.” Journal of Planning 
Education and Research 27 (2): 146-164.  

Gober, Patricia, and Elizabeth K. Burns (2002) “The size and shape of Phoenix’s 
urban fringe.” Journal of Planning Education and Research 21 (4): 379-390. 

 
18.  Tue. Mar. 27 Sprawl 
(7:02 / 47°) 

 
The concept of urban sprawl is contested on a number of levels.  There are, of 
course, the arguments about whether it is good or bad.  Prior to that, however, 
people must agree on what sprawl is; and such agreement is not always easy to 
achieve.  What are the essential characteristics of sprawl? How can we know it 
when we see it?  Beyond agreement on the definition of sprawl, planners are 
frequently faced with task of measuring it.  Finally, assuming we agree on a 
definition and measurement of sprawl, what do we know about the impacts of 
sprawl on urban living? 

 
Angel, chapters 15 and 16. 
 
Recommended: 
Jaret, Charles, Ravi Ghadge, Lesley W. Reid, and Robert M. Adelman (2009) 

“The measurement of suburban sprawl: An evaluation.” City & Community 8 
(1): 65-84. 

Galster, George, Royce Hanson, Michael R. Ratcliffe, Harold Wolman, Stephen 
Coleman, and Jason Freihage (2001) “Wrestling sprawl to the ground.” Housing 
Policy Debate 12 (4): 681-717.  
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Song, Yan, and Gerrit-Jan Knaap (2004) “Measuring urban form: Is Portland 
winning the war on sprawl?” Journal of the American Planning Association 70 
(2): 210-225.  

Squires, Gregory D. (Ed.) (2002) Urban Sprawl: Causes, Consequences & Policy 
Responses.  Washington, DC: The Urban Institute Press. 

Hayden, Dolores (2004) A Field Guide to Sprawl. New York: W.W. Norton & 
Company. 

 
19.  Thu. Mar 29  Local public finance and urban systems 
(6:59 / 48°) 

 
What does local public finance have to do with urban form?  To answer that we 
must refer to Charles Tiebout’s “pure theory of local expenditures.”  Tiebout’s 
theory is an attempt to determine the optimum level of public services, but the 
relationships he posits in his theory have implications for patterns of urban 
development and urban form through what Wassmer calls the “fiscalization of 
land use.”  The reliance of local governments of specific sources of revenue, such 
as property taxes or retail sales taxes, can strongly influence decisions made about 
growth patterns and land uses. 
 
Tiebout, Charles M. (1956) “A pure theory of local expenditures.” Journal of 

Political Economy 64: 416-424.   
Wassmer, Robert (2002) “Fiscalization of land use, urban growth boundaries, and 

non central retail sprawl in the western U.S.” Urban Studies 39 (8): 1307-27.  
Thomas, John V. (2006) “Dividing lines and bottom lines: The forces shaping 

development patterns.” Journal of Planning Education and Research 25 (3): 
275-294.  

 
20.  Tue. Apr 3  Local governmental fragmentation 
(6:49 / 51°)  

  
Various observers of American urban settings have argued that the extreme 
fragmentation of local government in urban areas is also highly important for 
determining urban spatial outcomes.  Greater levels of fragmentation are argued 
to lead to greater spatial inequalities, worse patterns of sprawl, and central city 
decline.  Public choice theorists, however, see fragmentation as a virtue, leading 
to greater efficiencies in public service provision. 

 
Morgan, David R., and Patrice Mareschal (1999) Central-City/Suburban 

Inequality and Metropolitan Political Fragmentation. Urban Affairs Review, 
Vol. 34, No. 4: 578-595.  

Carruthers, John I., and Gudmundur Ulfarsson (2002) Fragmentation and Sprawl: 
Evidence from Interregional Analysis. Growth and Change, Vol. 33 (Summer): 
312-340.  

 
21.  Thu. Apr. 5  Racial and ethnic segregation 
(6:46 / 52°)  
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American cities are among the most highly racially and ethnically segregated 
cities in the world.  In this session we examine the nature and extent of racial 
segregation in the U.S. and compare it to conditions in western European cities.  
We look at the positive and the negative aspects of residential segregation, and we 
attempt to classify the spatial forms of such segregation. 
 
Schein, Richard H. (2012) “Urban form and racial order.” Urban Geography 33 

(7): 942-960. 
Sharkey, Patrick (2013) Stuck in place: Urban neighborhoods and the end of 

progress toward racial equality, chapter 2 “The inheritance of the ghetto.” 
 

22. Tue. Apr. 10 Segregation, part 2 
(6:37 / 55°)    

 
What kinds of economic, political, and social outcomes can be attributed to the 
high rates of segregation in U.S. cities?  How is segregation implicated in 
concerns related to environmental justice, concentrations of poverty, and 
diminished life-chances of racial minorities? 
 
Pfeiffer, Deirdre (2016) “Racial equity in the post-civil rights suburbs? Evidence 

from U.S. regions 2000-2012.”  Urban Studies 53 (4): 799-817. 
Lichter, Daniel T., Domenico Paris, and Michael C. Taquino (2015) “Spatial 

Assimilation in U.S. Cities and Communities? Emerging Patterns of Hispanic 
Segregation from Blacks and Whites.” The Annals of the  American Academy of 
Political and Social Science 660 (1): 36-56. 

 
 

23. Thu. Apr 12  Urban inequality 
(6:33 / 56°)   

 
Twenty years ago urban scholars ‘discovered’ the phenomenon of concentrated 
poverty.  Though ghettoes were not new to U.S. cities, the extreme concentration 
of disadvantage that had come to characterize poor neighborhoods in American 
cities was unprecedented.  In this session we discuss the scope and nature of 
concentrated poverty in U.S. cities, and how the spatial manifestation of income 
inequality has affected urban areas. 

 
Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies (2011) A Lost Decade: 

Neighborhood Poverty and the Urban Crisis of the 2000s. 
Glaeser, Edward (2011) Triumph of the City, chapter 3: “What’s Good About 

Slums.” 
Bischoff, Kendra, and Sean F. Reardon (2013) Residential Segregation by 

Income, 1970 – 2009. Russell Sage Foundation. 
 
Recommended: 
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Sharkey, Patrick (2013) Stuck in place: Urban neighborhoods and the end of 
progress toward racial equality. 

Holloway et al. (1999) “Race, scale, and the concentration of poverty in 
Columbus,Ohio, 1980 to 1990.” Urban Geography 20 (6): 534-551. 

Cooke, Thomas J. (1999) “Geographic context and concentrated urban poverty 
within the United States.” Urban Geography 20 (6): 552-566. 

 
24.  Tue. Apr 17 Cities and the environment, part 1 
(6:24 / 59°) 
 

In this session we introduce two important concepts in understanding urban form 
and development patterns.  The first is the concept of sustainability as it relates to 
urban life.  What do we mean by “urban sustainability” and how is it 
operationalized by planners and local officials?  In what ways does the notion of 
sustainability intersect with issues of urban form and development?  Second, we 
look at the issue of environmental justice as a way of evaluating the intersection 
between environmental and social outcomes in urban areas. 
 
Portnoy (2013) “The conceptual foundations of sustainable cities” in Portnoy, 

Taking sustainable cities seriously, chapter 1. 
Boone and Modarres (2006) City and environment, chapter 5 “Healthy cities and 

environmental justice.” 
Hardoy, Jorge E., and David Satterthwaite (2015) “Environmental problems of 

third world cities: A global issue ignored?” In Miraftab and Kudva (eds.) Cities 
of the Global South Reader.  London: Routledge. 

 
25.  Thu. Apr 19  Cities and the environment, part 2 
(6:21 / 60°) 

 
Concerns about cities and the environment are expressed using city as the 
dependent variable (e.g., how a given environmental factor or event affects 
suburban areas) and as independent variable (how the urban affects the 
environment).  We explore this distinction and two categories of examples: the 
impact of natural disasters on cities and the generation of water and air pollution 
in urban areas. 
 
Douglas, Ian (2013) Cities: An environmental history, chapters 2 and 4 
Frost, Douglas (2016) “An Eye on Every Drop.” Planning, January: 35- 41. 
 

26.  Tue. Apr 24  Cities and the environment, part 3 
(6:13 / 62°) 

 
In this session we focus on food and waste.  Vast urban areas with millions of 
people create tremendous demand on food systems and require enormous 
infrastructure related to waste treatment and management.  
 
Douglas, Ian (2013) Cities: An environmental history, chapters 3 and 6 
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27.  Thu. Apr 26 Urbanization in the global south 
(6:10 / 63°) 

  
Rates of urban growth in global south are far, far greater than those in North 
America and Western Europe.   In 1950 there were 86 cities in the world with 
populations over one million.  In 2005 there were 400, and it is expected that by 
2015 there will be at least 515.  Most of these new mega-cities are in less 
developed countries of Asia, Southeast Asia, South America, and Africa.  In this 
session and the following ones we discuss urban growth in less developed 
countries and how such explosive growth has taxed the capabilities of national 
governments to provide adequate infrastructure. 
 
Mehta, Suketa (2004) Maximum City: Bombay Lost and Found. Chapter 1 
Madanipour, Ali (2015) “Urban lives: Stories from Tehran.” In Miraftab and 

Kudva (eds.) Cities of the Global South Reader.  London: Routledge. 
 

28.  Tue. May 1 Urbanization in the global south, part 2 
(6:02 / 65°) 

  
We focus on the emergence of mega-slums in the rapidly growing cities of the 
south, including the favelas of Brazil, the gacekondu of Turkey, the kijiji of 
Kenya, and the kampungs of Kuala Lumpur (the “shadow cities” as they are 
called by Robert Neuwirth).  According to the UN, slums contain 78% of urban 
dwellers in least developed countries.  Davis provides a list of megaslums.  
Number 30 on the list is Masina, located in the city of Kinshasa.  It is home to 
half a million people, more than the entire population of Minneapolis.  There are 
29 more slums in the world even larger. 
 
UN Habitat (2003) Challenge of the Slums, chapters 1-3 

 
29.  Thu. May 3   Urbanization in the global south, case study: Dar es Salaam 
(5:59 / 66°) 

  
We examine the development of a single city in East Africa to illustrate the issues 
of urbanization in the global south.   Dar es Salaam is the larges city in Tanzania, 
located on the Indian Ocean.  It has a relatively short history as a settlement, 
being founded in the late 19th Century.  We look at the urban form of the city, the 
influence of German and British colonial rule, and contemporary issues of land 
use and informality. 
 
Brennan, James R., and Andrew Burton (2007) “The emerging metropolis: A 
history of Dar es Salaam, circa 1962-2000.” In Brennan et al., Dar es Salaam: 
Histories from an emerging African metropolis, chapter 1. 
Brennan, James R. (2007) “Between segregation and gentrification: Africans, 

Indians and the struggle for housing in Dar es Salaam, 1920-1950.” In Brennan 
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et al., Dar es Salaam: Histories from an emerging African metropolis, chapter 
4. 

 
 

Supplemental readings 
 
There are a number of book length treatments of urban dynamics that have influenced 
this syllabus and the course more generally.  Again in alphabetical order: 
 

Adams, John S., and Barbara J. VanDrasek (1993) Minneapolis – St. Paul: People, 
Place and Public Life. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 

Brunn, Stanley D., Jack F. Williams, and Donald J. Zeigler (Eds.) (2003) Cities of the 
World: World Regional Urban Development, 3rd Ed. Lanham, MD: Rowman & 
Littlefield Publishers, Inc. 

Clark, David (2003) Urban World / Global City, 2nd Edition. London: Routledge. 
Glaeser, Edward (2011) Triumph of the City: How Our Greatest Invention Makes Us 

Richer, Smarter, Greener, Healthier, and Happier. New York: Penguin Press. 
Hayden, Dolores (2004) Building Suburbia: Green Fields and Urban Growth, 1820 – 

2000. New York: Vintage Books. 
Massey, Douglas, and Nancy A. Denton (1993) American Apartheid: Segregation and 

the Making of the Underclass. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 
Morris, A.E.J. (1994) History of Urban Form: Before the Industrial Revolutions, 3rd 

Ed. New York: Longman Scientific & Technical. 
Perlman, Janice (2010) Favela: Four decades of living on the edge in Rio de Janeiro. 

New York: Oxford University Press. 
Pirenne, Henri (1925) Medieval Cities: Their Origins and the Revival of Trade. 

Princeton: Princeton University Press. 
Short, John Rennie (2007) Liquid City: Megalopolis and the Contemporary Northeast. 

Washington, D.C.: RFF Press. 
Wilson, William Julius (1987) The Truly Disadvantaged: The Inner City, the 

Underclass, and Public Policy. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 


