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PA 5413: Early Childhood and Public Policy 

3 sem. Cr. 

Thursdays 6-8:45pm 

 

   Instructors:  

Momoko Hayakawa, Ph.D. (hayak006@umn.edu) 

Nicole Smerillo, MPP, Doctoral student (nsmerill@umn.edu),  

 

Office Hours: both by appointment; HHH, room 225 

  

COURSE OVERVIEW 

  

How can public policy improve the lives of children and families? Research and policy 

aimed at this goal require an in-depth understanding of how and why children develop the way they 

do.  To what extent do governmental policies that affect children and families reflect the knowledge 

developmental scientists have about factors influencing child development? This course is designed 

to provide an overview of the science of child development, with an emphasis on young children. 

Students will come away with an understanding of key factors in healthy development and 

understand how science informs or should inform public policy related to children and families. 

  

This course will highlight context and use an ecological approach (e.g. family, school, 

community) to child development as a foundation for analyzing programs and policies for children 

and their families. Students will then draw on these theories and research studies to analyze current 

federal, state, and local programs and policies aimed to reduce childhood poverty and child 

neglect/maltreatment, and promote child health /mental health and school readiness. Students will 

write a major term paper in which they will use theory and research on child development to analyze 

a program or policy of choice. 

  

OBJECTIVES 

  

Successful completion of this course will prepare the student to: 

1.      Critically think about the intersection of empirical research and public policy, including 

acquiring realistic expectations about the contribution of research to public policy. 

mailto:nsmerill@umn.edu
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2.      Review research for its policy implications. 

3.      Have an in-depth understanding of contemporary policy issues and the contributions 

that developmental science can make to address them. 

4.      Develop and demonstrate clear, logical arguments to policymakers regarding links from 

developmental reach to current policy issues. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

  

● Attendance, Reading, and Class Participation 

Class meetings will include group discussion. Your attendance and active and thoughtful 

participation are required at every class meeting. In addition, each student will take turns leading the 

class discussions.  All weekly readings will be available on-line or as a handout. 

         All students will lead two types of discussions twice throughout the semester. The student 

is responsible to choose dates that work for her or him. 

1. Reading Assignment Discussion Group: leads discussion based on the articles of the week 

2. Current Events Discussion Group (National, State, Local policy relevant to Early childhood) 

If you will miss class on a day you are scheduled to help lead either the reading or the current events 

discussion it will be up to you to find a classmate with whom you can switch. We hope to not have 

to help orchestrate these switches. If you cannot find a party that is willing or able to switch with you 

please let us know ASAP. 

         

● Term Paper  

 

Written independently or in Pairs - No Late /Make-Ups are accepted. 

 

**Please use a citation manager to assist you in this outline and paper. Learning a citation manager, 

if you don’t already know how to use one, will greatly assist you in future research and classes. If 

you are not sure how to use a citation manager, please ask!  

  

1.  Research Topic (DUE Wednesday, February 10 by 6 pm-Start a new thread on Moodle. 

Click "Add a new discussion topic" and type your topic as the title of the thread. Include in the 

body the name of your partner or indicate that you will be working alone. Please submit 

Wednesday evening so that we can provide feedback and answer any further questions in class 

on Thursday, February 11).-This is not a graded assignment, but will be factored into your 

participation grade-we want to make sure you are headed in a manageable direction for your paper, 

as well as make sure that not everyone is doing the same topic. At this point please also let us know 

if you will be working alone or in a pair. The same grades will be given to each member of a pair for 

all assignments related to the paper, no exceptions.) 

 

Choose an early childhood program (through third grade) or policy topic about which you would like 

to learn more. This will be the beginning of a lit review so you may want to choose a topic that is 

related to other work/papers you are writing in other classes. Some examples include full-day Prek, 

home visiting, WIC, etc. 
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2. Outline (DUE March 3-submit on Moodle by 5:30 pm ) In 3-4 pages, outline your proposed 

term paper topic (1 in margins, 12 pt. Times New Roman font, double spaced). Your term paper will 

focus on an early childhood/family program or policy of your choice. In your outline: 

a. identify the name of the program/policy 

b. describe what it is and try to identify or define the problem that the policy or 

program may have been designed to address. 

c. how it was developed (historically)/historical roots to the program or policy initiative 

d. annotated bibliography of empirical articles supporting/showing evidence for  

program/policy (3 articles, 1 paragraph (5-10 sentences) per reference). 

e. annotated bibliography of empirical articles refuting/showing null findings or 

evidence against program/policy (3 articles, 1 paragraph (5-10 sentences) per 

reference). 

 

  

3.   Oral presentation (DUE May 5-present in class) 

Please prepare ahead of time an engaging oral presentation of your topic. You may want to prepare 

visual aids, a poster, slides, or handouts-whatever you feel would be best. However, visual aids are 

not required. Each paper will be given 15 minutes for the presentation. Practice timing yourself. 

Staying within time limits is an important skill! 

 

4. Final term paper (DUE May 12-submit on Moodle on May 12  by 11:55pm): Your paper 

should be objective and educational as opposed to an advocacy or lobbying document. In addition to 

the components involved in the Outline above, the final paper should include the following 

components: 

  

● Abstract (See details below) 

● Literature review of the field (min. 5 additional scholarly articles) 

● Historical context in which the program or policy was developed  

● Theory at Work-What theory[ies] as discussed in class, in readings, or from your own 

knowledge base might be at work in (or at odds with) the program/policy? 

● Cultural Competence/ Cultural Considerations-Describe the extent to which the 

program/policy addresses/overlooks cultural differences. 

● Logic/Conceptual Model-Please look for a logic or conceptual model for your policy or 

program. If one exists please include it and include a citation for where you found it. If one 

does not exist create one.  

● Program Evaluation-Describe the extent to which the program/policy has been rigorously 

evaluated.  

● A detailed discussion of the empirical evidence for the program/ policy (the 3 research 

articles you included in your outline). Discuss context of the study, (who, what, where, 

when). Be sure to highlight strengths/weaknesses of the methods and major findings. 
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● A detailed discussion of the empirical evidence against the program/ policy (the 3 research 

articles you included in your outline) Discuss context of the study, (who, what, where, 

when). Be sure to highlight strengths/weaknesses of the methods and major findings. 

● Future Research-What are the next questions that researchers should answer about this 

program or policy? Where do you see weaknesses in or not enough rigorous research? Are 

there key questions that should be answered about the program/policy for policy makers? 

● Policy Implications-What do you believe are the policy implications of the research you 

have reviewed? 

  

Technicalities- The final term paper should include a title page, a 1 pg. abstract (max 500 

words), sub-sections that correspond to your outline and a full reference section in APA format. 

If you are not sure of APA format, here is a great resource: 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 

The final paper should not exceed 20 pages (the outline/annotated bib does not count into this 

number), including references and abstract page, be in 12 pt. Times New Roman font, double 

spaced, with 1 inch margins. Include your paper title, name(s), and the date on the title page. Use a 

header for each page that includes your last name(s) and page number. 

  

 
 

STRUCTURE OF COURSE 

  

1. Current events discussion: At the beginning of each class period, we will spend 

approximately 15 minutes discussing current National, State, or Local policy-relevant events 

led by the “Current Events Discussion Group”. 

 

● Identify policies and programs related to early childhood that are highlighted in 

various news outlets that week. Come to class prepared, with your Group Partner, to 

share what’s going on in the policy world with the class. Please come with at least 

two programs/policy issues to share with the class. There’s always a lot happening in 

the policy world! 

 

2. Lecture: The instructor will provide a brief lecture on the topic of the week during the class. 

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
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3. In-class discussion: The Reading Discussion Groups are responsible for leading the 

discussion on some or all of the required readings assigned for the identified week’s topic 

(the instructor for that week will indicate which readings the group should prepare to 

discuss). Students will choose which weeks work for them. 

   

● First, give a brief summary of the research article(s). What was the main question and 

what was the finding? As you read through the discussion reading(s) for that topic, 

prepare open-ended discussion topics that you would like to discuss with your 

classmates. Be sure to address methodology used (strengths, weaknesses, questions). 

Of note: We highly encourage meeting with the other Discussion Partner before class 

to ensure a rich discussion. 

● Examples of discussion questions/topics: 

  

● What do you think are policy implications based on these research findings? 

● What flaws or holes do you find in this research study? 

● What would be a follow-up study that would further inform policy makers 

about this topic? 

● (If appropriate) what type of intervention or prevention program could you 

think of based on these research findings? 

4. Guest Speaker: The last hour of every class is reserved for a guest speaker that will come 

and share their experiences in working with early childhood policies/programs relevant to 

that week’s topic.   

  

GRADING 

***No Late /Make-Ups are accepted.*** 

 

[A=90-100%; B=80-89%; C=70-79%; D=60-69%] 

Leading Reading Assignment Discussion (x2) 20 pts 

Leading Current Events Discussion (x2) 10 pts 

Paper Outline 15 pts 

Oral Presentation of Paper 15 pts 

Term Paper 30 pts 

Attendance and Participation 10 pts 
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COURSE OUTLINE 

  

Date Topic 

Readings in bold are required readings-everyone should read these. Some or 

all of the required readings will be assigned for discussion by the weekly 

discussion group. 

Week 1 

Jan 21 

Part 1. Introductions 

Part 2. Early Child Hot Topics Discussion 

Part 3. Intersection of Science and Policy-Making  

 

Readings: 

Huston, A. C. (2008). From Research to Policy and Back. Child 

Development, 79(1), 1-12. (Please read prior to the first class to inform our 

discussion.) 

Week 2 

Jan 28 

Theoretical Foundations of Child Development and Intervention/Prevention 

Programs: Developmental, Ecological, Risk/Resilience 

  

Guest speaker: Dr. Arthur Reynolds, Professor of Child Psychology 

  

Readings: 

Pressman, A. W., Klebanov, P. K., & Brooks-Gunn, J. (2012). New 

approaches to the notion of environmental risk. A developmental 

environmental measurement handbook, 152-172. 

 

Wright, M. O. D., & Masten, A. S. (2015). Pathways to resilience in context. In 

Youth Resilience and Culture (pp. 3-22). Springer Netherlands. 
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Date Topic 

Readings in bold are required readings-everyone should read these. Some or 

all of the required readings will be assigned for discussion by the weekly 

discussion group. 

Nation, M., Crusto, C., Wandersman, A., Kumpfer, K. L., Seybolt, D., 

Morrissey-Kane, E., & Davino, K. (2003). What works in prevention: 

Principles of effective prevention programs. American Psychologist, 58(6-7), 

449-456. (Discussion Group to discuss)  

 

Reynolds, A., Rolnick, A., Englund, M., & Temple, J. (2010). Early childhood 

development and human capital. Childhood Programs and Practices in the First 

Decade of Life: A Human Capital Integration, 1-27. 

Week 3 

Feb 4 

Prenatal Development and Care, Early Childhood Family Education, WIC 

Guest speaker: Kimberly Vickberg, Anoka County WIC Supervisor 

 

Readings:  

Monk, C., Georgieff, M. K., & Osterholm, E. A. (2013). Research review: 

maternal prenatal distress and poor nutrition–mutually influencing risk 

factors affecting infant neurocognitive development. Journal of Child 

Psychology and Psychiatry, 54(2), 115-130. (Discussion Group Discuss) 

 

Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children 

(WIC) Eligibles and Coverage-2013: National and State-Level Estimates 

(Summary) 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ops/WICEligibles2013-

Summary.pdf 

 

WIC Participant and Program Characteristics 2014 (Summary)  

http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ops/WICPC2014-Summary.pdf  

Week 4 

Feb 11 

(DUE Wednesday, February 10 by 6 pm-Start a new thread on Moodle. 

Click "Add a new discussion topic" and type your topic as the title of the 

thread. Include in the body the name of your partner or indicate that you 

will be working alone. Please submit Wednesday evening so that we can 

provide feedback and answer any further questions in class on Thursday, 

February 11). 

 

The Effects of Poverty on Child Development and Family 

 Guest Lecturer: Dr. Judy Temple, Professor of Applied Econ & HHH 

 

 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ops/WICEligibles2013-Summary.pdf
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ops/WICEligibles2013-Summary.pdf
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ops/WICPC2014-Summary.pdf
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Date Topic 

Readings in bold are required readings-everyone should read these. Some or 

all of the required readings will be assigned for discussion by the weekly 

discussion group. 

Readings: 

Ryu, J. H., & Bartfeld, J. S. (2012). Household food insecurity during 

childhood and subsequent health status: the early childhood longitudinal 

study—kindergarten cohort. American Journal of Public Health, 102(11), 

e50-e55. (Discussion Group to discuss)  

 

Hernandez, D., Aratani, Y., & Jiang, Y. (2014). Energy Insecurity among 

families and children. Report by the National Center for Children in Poverty  

http://www.nccp.org/publications/pdf/text_1086.pdf 

 

Black, M. M., Quigg, A. M., Cook, J., Casey, P. H., Cutts, D. B., Chilton, M., 

... & Rose-Jacobs, R. (2012). WIC participation and attenuation of stress-

related child health risks of household food insecurity and caregiver 

depressive symptoms. Archives of pediatrics & adolescent medicine, 166(5), 

444-451. (Discussion Group to discuss) 

 

Duncan, G. J. & Brooks-Gunn, J. (2000). Family poverty, welfare reform, and 

child development. Child Development, 71(1), 188-196.  

Week 5 

Feb 18 

Family/Community Focused Prevention Programs: Home visiting programs 

 Guest speaker: TBD  

 

Readings: 

Effectiveness of home visiting programs on child outcomes: A systematic review  

http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com.ezp3.lib.umn.edu/articles/10.1186/14

71-2458-13-17 

 

 

Olds, D. L., Robinson, J., O’Brien, R., Luckey, D. W., Pettitt, L. M., 

Henderson, C. R., ... & Talmi, A. (2002). Home visiting by paraprofessionals 

and by nurses: a randomized, controlled trial. Pediatrics, 110(3), 486-496. 

(Discussion Group to discuss) 

 

Olds, D. L., Holmberg, J. R., Donelan-McCall, N., Luckey, D. W., 

Knudtson, M. D., & Robinson, J. (2014). Effects of home visits by 

paraprofessionals and by nurses on children: follow-up of a randomized 

trial at ages 6 and 9 years. JAMA pediatrics, 168(2), 114-121. (Discussion 

http://www.nccp.org/publications/pdf/text_1086.pdf
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com.ezp3.lib.umn.edu/articles/10.1186/1471-2458-13-17
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com.ezp3.lib.umn.edu/articles/10.1186/1471-2458-13-17
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Date Topic 

Readings in bold are required readings-everyone should read these. Some or 

all of the required readings will be assigned for discussion by the weekly 

discussion group. 

Group to discuss) 

 

Family Home Visiting Program: Minnesota Department of Health Report 

to the Legislature 2014.(SKIM) 

http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/cfh/program/fhv/content/document/pdf/legre

pt.pdf 

Week 6 

Feb 25 

Child Physical and Mental Health, identification & diagnosis  

Guest Speaker: Dr. Jennifer Puig, UMN Pediatric Behavioral Neuroscientist 

 

Readings:  

IDEA Regulations: monitoring, Technical assistance, and enforcement 

(10.06.06)- See e-reserves link on Moodle  

 

IDEA regulations: Individualized education program- See e-reserves link on 

Moodle 

Week 7 

March 3 

Paper Outline (DUE-submit on Moodle by 5:30 pm March 3) 

 

Part 1. Early Childhood Dosage Questions: Attendance, Full-Day/Half-Day, 

Universal, Targeted, Somewhere in Between?  

Part 2. Programs in Varied Cultures and Contexts: Urban/rural, Varied cultural 

groups, immigrant populations 

Guest speaker: Nancy Jost, Early Childhood Director - West Central Initiative 

 

Readings: 

Vesely, C. K. (2013). Low-income African and Latina immigrant mothers’ 

selection of early childhood care and education (ECCE): Considering the 

complexity of cultural and structural influences. Early Childhood Research 

Quarterly, 28(3), 470-486. (Discussion Group to discuss) 

 

 

Miller, P., & Votruba-Drzal, E. (2013). Early academic skills and childhood 

experiences across the urban–rural continuum. Early Childhood Research 

Quarterly, 28(2), 234-248. 
 

Week 8 

March 10 

Policies and programs for children with incarcerated parents 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Rebecca Shlafer, Assistant Professor, Pediatrics UMN 

http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/cfh/program/fhv/content/document/pdf/legrept.pdf
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/cfh/program/fhv/content/document/pdf/legrept.pdf
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Date Topic 

Readings in bold are required readings-everyone should read these. Some or 

all of the required readings will be assigned for discussion by the weekly 

discussion group. 

 

Readings: 

International Assoc of Chiefs of Police, United States of America, Bureau of 

Justice Assistance, US Dept. of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, & 

United States of America. (2014). Safeguarding Children of Arrested 

Parents. https://www.bja.gov/Publications/IACP-SafeguardingChildren.pdf 

 

Guide for Incarcerated Parents Who Have Children in the Child Welfare 

System  

http://youth.gov/sites/default/files/COIP-Parent-Guide-508.pdf 

 

Children and Families of the Incarcerated Fact Sheet 

http://nrccfi.camden.rutgers.edu/files/nrccfi-fact-sheet-2014.pdf 

 

Week 9 

Mar 17 

SPRING BREAK!! 

Week 10 

Mar 24 

QRIS, Parent Aware, Non-Center-Based Models of Care 

Guest Speaker: Michelle Lenhart, DHS 

 

Readings:  

Zellman, G. L., & Fiene, R. (2012). Validation of Quality Rating and 

Improvement Systems for Early Care and Education and School-Age Care. 

Research-to-Policy, Research-to-Practice Brief. OPRE 2012-

29.Administration for Children & Families. (SKIM) 

http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED534457.pdf 

Forry, N., Isner, T. K., Daneri, M. P., & Tout, K. (2014). Child Care 

Decision Making: Understanding Priorities and Processes Used by Low-

Income Families in Minnesota. Early Education and Development, 25(7), 

995-1015. (Discussion Group to discuss) 

 

Yamamoto, Y., & Li, J. (2012). What makes a high-quality preschool? 

Similarities and differences between Chinese immigrant and European 

American parents’ views. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 27(2), 306-

315. (Discussion Group to discuss) 

Week 11 Early Childhood Education School/Center-Based Programs and PK-3rd 

http://youth.gov/sites/default/files/COIP-Parent-Guide-508.pdf
http://nrccfi.camden.rutgers.edu/files/nrccfi-fact-sheet-2014.pdf
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED534457.pdf
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Date Topic 

Readings in bold are required readings-everyone should read these. Some or 

all of the required readings will be assigned for discussion by the weekly 

discussion group. 

March 31 alignment: Head Start, Child-Parent Center Program, Abecedarian, Perry 

Preschool Project 

 Guest Speaker: Erin Gavin, McKnight Foundation 

 

Readings: 

Reynolds, Temple, Ou, Arteaga, & White (2011). School-based early 

childhood education and age 28 well-being; Effects by timing, dosage, and 

sub-groups. Science,333(6040), 360-364. 

 

Reynolds, Richardson, Hayakawa, Lease, Warner-Richter, Englund, Ou, 

Sullivan (2014). Association of a full-day vs part-day preschool intervention 

with school readiness, attendance, and parent involvement. Journal of 

American Medical Association, 312(20), 2126-2134. 

 

The case for Investing in PreK-3
rd

 Education: Challenging Myths about 

School Reform http://fcd-us.org/sites/default/files/TheCaseForInvesting-

ChallengingMyths.pdf 

 

PK-3: What Is It and How Do We Know It Works?                                                                                      

http://fcd-us.org/sites/default/files/PK-3WhatIsItandHowDoWeKnow.pdf 

Week 12 

April 7 

Early Childhood Parent Involvement and Engagement 

Guest Speaker: Gwendolyn Graham 

  

Readings:  

Jeynes (2005). A meta-analysis of the relation of parent involvement to urban 

elementary school student academic achievement. Urban Education, 40(3), 237-

269. 

  

Hayakawa, C. M., Englund, M. M., Warner-Richter, M., & Reynolds, A. J. 

(2013). Early parent involvement and student achievement: A longitudinal 

path analysis. NHSA Dialog: A Research-to-Practice Journal for the Early 

Childhood Field, 16(1), 103-126. 
  

Lee & Bowen (2006). Parent involvement, cultural capital, and the 

achievement gap among elementary school children. American Educational 

http://fcd-us.org/sites/default/files/TheCaseForInvesting-ChallengingMyths.pdf
http://fcd-us.org/sites/default/files/TheCaseForInvesting-ChallengingMyths.pdf
http://fcd-us.org/sites/default/files/PK-3WhatIsItandHowDoWeKnow.pdf


12 
 

Date Topic 

Readings in bold are required readings-everyone should read these. Some or 

all of the required readings will be assigned for discussion by the weekly 

discussion group. 

Research Journal, 43(2), 193-218. 
  

Epstein, J. L. & Sheldon, S. B. (2002).  Present and Accounted for: 

Improving Student Attendance Through Family and Community 

Involvement. The Journal of Educational Research, 95(5), 308-318. 

Week 13 

April 14  

Transition to Kindergarten, Kindergarten Readiness, Assessments, Policy 

Guest Speaker: Megan Cox (Assessment Specialist, Office of Early Learning, 

MDE) 

  

Readings: 

Bloch, M. N., & Kim, K. (2015). A Cultural History of “Readiness” in Early 

Childhood Care and Education: Are There Still Culturally Relevant, 

Ethical, and Imaginative Spaces for Learning Open for Young Children 

and Their Families?. In Rethinking Readiness in Early Childhood 

Education (pp. 1-18). Palgrave Macmillan US. (Discussion Group to discuss)  

 

Reynolds, A. J., Englund, M. M., Hayakawa, C., Hendricks, M., Ou, S., 

Smerillo, N., & Warner-Richter, C. (2011). Assessing the validity of the 

Minnesota school readiness indicators. Minneapolis, MN: Human Capital 

Research Collaborative. (Read Abstract and pages 15-17) 

https://www.humancapitalrc.org/research/research-projects 

 

Gower, A. L., Lingras, K. A., Mathieson, L. C., Kawabata, Y., & Crick, N. R. 

(2014). The role of preschool relational and physical aggression in the transition 

to kindergarten: links with social-psychological adjustment. Early education and 

development, 25(5), 619-640.  

 

Ray, K., & Smith, M.C. (2010). The kindergarten child: What teachers and 

administrators need to know to promote academic success in all children. Early 

childhood Education Journal, 38, 5-18. 

 

Schilder, D., & Carolan, M. (2014). State of the states policy snapshot: State 

early childhood assessment policies.  

 

http://ceelo.org/wp-

content/uploads/2014/03/CEELO_policy_snapshot_child_assessment_march_20

14.pdf 

https://www.humancapitalrc.org/research/research-projects
http://ceelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/CEELO_policy_snapshot_child_assessment_march_2014.pdf
http://ceelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/CEELO_policy_snapshot_child_assessment_march_2014.pdf
http://ceelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/CEELO_policy_snapshot_child_assessment_march_2014.pdf
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Date Topic 

Readings in bold are required readings-everyone should read these. Some or 

all of the required readings will be assigned for discussion by the weekly 

discussion group. 

Week 14 

April 21 

Communicating Science 

 Guest Speaker:  Dr. Sara Langworthy, Child, Youth, & Family Consortium 

  

Readings:  

World Health Organization (2004). Communicating Research, Chapter 10. 

http://whqlibdoc.who.int/emro/2004/9290213639_chap10.pdf 

 

Weigold, M. R. (2001). Communicating Science. Science Communication, 

23(2)164-193. 

http://www.drlangworthy.com/#!video-educator/cda1 

Week 15 

April 28 

Evaluation of Programs and Policies 

Guest Speaker: Kathryn Tout 

 

Readings: 

Institute of Education Sciences (2008). Effects of Preschool Curriculum 

Programs on School Readiness: Report from the Preschool Curriculum 

Evaluation Research Initiative. 

http://ies.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=NCER20082009rev 

 

Durlak, J.A. & Dupre, E. P. (2008). Implementation Matters: A review of 

research on the influence of implementation on program outcomes and the 

factors affecting implementation. American Journal of Community 

Psychology, 41(3-4), 327-350. 

http://www.childtrends.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/2015-

44AESBirthThru8Research2015FINAL.pdf 

Week 16 

May 5 

Oral presentation (DUE May 5, in class) 

 

Why Invest in Early Childhood Education?: An Economic Argument 

 

Oral Presentations by Student Pairs (15 min each) 

Guest Speaker: Art Rolnick, former Vice President and Director of Research at 

the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis. 

  

Readings: 

http://whqlibdoc.who.int/emro/2004/9290213639_chap10.pdf
http://www.drlangworthy.com/#!video-educator/cda1
http://www.drlangworthy.com/#!video-educator/cda1
http://ies.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=NCER20082009rev
http://www.childtrends.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/2015-44AESBirthThru8Research2015FINAL.pdf
http://www.childtrends.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/2015-44AESBirthThru8Research2015FINAL.pdf
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Date Topic 

Readings in bold are required readings-everyone should read these. Some or 

all of the required readings will be assigned for discussion by the weekly 

discussion group. 

Rolnick, A., & Grunewald, R. (2003). Early childhood development: 

Economic development with a high public return. The Region, 17(4), 6-12. 

 

Heckman, J. J., Moon, S. H., Pinto, R., Savelyev, P. A., & Yavitz, A. (2010). 

The rate of return to the HighScope Perry Preschool Program.Journal of 

public Economics, 94(1), 114-128. 

 

Reynolds, A. J., Temple, J. A., White, B. A., Ou, S. R., & Robertson, D. L. 

(2011). Age 26 cost–benefit analysis of the child‐parent center early education 

program. Child development, 82(1), 379-404. 

FINALS 

May 12 

FINALS WEEK!  

 

Final Term Paper (DUE May 12-submit on Moodle by 11:55pm) 

 

  

COURSE POLICIES 

  

You are responsible for knowing and following the course policies listed below. 

  

Attendance.  Attendance is expected at all sessions. Materials not available in the readings will be 

distributed during lectures.  Students who miss lectures are responsible for obtaining class notes and 

handouts as needed.  

  

Class Cancellation.  Weather-related schedule changes will be announced on WCCO Radio (830 

AM) by 6 a.m. Our class will meet as scheduled whenever the University is open; class will not be 

held and no penalties assessed when the University is closed. 

  

Students with Disabilities.  Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact the instructor to 

discuss special arrangements that may be needed for their work in the course. 

  

Final Grades.  Grades will not be changed after final grades for the semester are submitted except in 

cases of documented errors in recording grades or in computation of total course points. Please 

retain all returned papers and other materials relevant to your scores on exams and 

assignments until you have confirmed that your final grade has been computed and reported 

accurately. In addition, please be sure to check that our Moodle grade book records match your own 

and notify us immediately of any discrepancies. 
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Incompletes.  A grade of "Incomplete" will be granted only in the most severe emergencies and at 

the discretion of the instructors. Written documentation is required. Students seeking an Incomplete 

must make specific arrangements with the instructors before the end of the semester. Students will 

have one semester in which to complete the requirements to convert the Incomplete to a letter grade. 

Incompletes not made up within one semester automatically become F’s. 

  

Academic Dishonesty.  Academic misconduct will not be tolerated. To avoid problems, please be 

sure you understand the University’s scholastic dishonesty policies and ask the instructors for 

clarification. Please remember that it is your responsibility to know the rules, and that appropriate 

action must be taken if a student is in violation of the scholastic dishonesty code. See 

http://www1.umn.edu/regents/policies/academic/Student_Conduct_Code.html for more information. 

  

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 

 

University policy defines academic dishonesty as "any act that violates the rights of another 

student with respect to academic work or that involves misrepresentation of a student's own work. 

Academic dishonesty includes (but is not limited to) cheating on assignments or examinations; 

plagiarizing (misrepresenting as one's own anything done by another [including quoting from 

required readings] without acknowledging your source); submitting the same or substantially similar 

papers for more than one course without consent of all instructors concerned; depriving another of 

necessary course materials; or sabotaging another's work." In this course, it is expected that students 

will not submit work on which they have collaborated with other students, except in cases where this 

is specifically encouraged or required. In written assignments, students must NOT duplicate 

passages of more than five words from another source without quotation marks AND proper 

attribution. Papers that do not meet these standards will receive a grade of zero, with no possibility 

of making it up. This applies to all required assignments. University policy states: “Academic 

dishonesty in any portion of the academic work for a course shall be grounds for awarding a grade of 

F or N for the entire course.” 

Sexual Harassment.  Definition: “Sexual Harassment means unwelcome sexual advances, requests 

for sexual favors and/or other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature…” The policy strictly 

prohibits sexual harassment by or toward a member of the University community and requires 

appropriate reporting and investigation of such reports. The definition and policy can be viewed at: 

http://www1.umn.edu/regents/policies/humanresources/SexHarassment.pdf 

  

OTHER UNIVERSITY RESOURCES 

  

Writing Center.  The Student Writing Center is an excellent resource that provides tutoring and 

other aid throughout all stages of the writing process.  Walk-in sessions are available at 15 

Nicholson Hall, or you can schedule an appointment by calling 612-625-1893.  

For more information and additional links on writing, see: 

                                                         http://swc.umn.edu/index.htm. 

http://www1.umn.edu/regents/policies/academic/Student_Conduct_Code.html
http://www1.umn.edu/regents/policies/academic/Student_Conduct_Code.html
http://www1.umn.edu/regents/policies/academic/Student_Conduct_Code.html
http://swc.umn.edu/index.htm
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U of M Student writing support: http://writing.umn.edu/sws/index.html 

U of M Student writing guide: http://writing.umn.edu/sws/assets/pdf/2010swg.pdf 

  

Moodle.  https://moodle.umn.edu/mod/resource/view.php?id=743726. 

 

Here are the steps for accessing Moodle: 

1.       Use only more recent versions of Internet Explorer, Safari, Google Chrome, Firefox or 

Netscape for accessing Moodle.  Moodle does not do well with other browsers and versions. 

2.       Go to http://www.myu.umn.edu. 

3.       Enter your Internet ID and password if you’re not already logged in to the system. 

4.       Click on Login. 

5.       Click the “My Courses” tab. 

6.       In the “Active” course list, locate the course (CPSY 3308). You should see a bullet point 

below the course name called “MOODLE COURSE RESOURCES:” Click the ‘Moodle 

Course Link” and you will be directed to the course website. 

7.       Once you are in Moodle you can use the navigation bar along the top and left of the 

screen or the links on the home page to access the outline of class lectures, the syllabus, and 

class grades. 

8.       If you have problems accessing Moodle, please contact Academic and Distributed 

Computing Services at www1.umn.edu/adcs/help/ 

 

 

  

http://writing.umn.edu/sws/index.html
http://writing.umn.edu/sws/index.html
http://writing.umn.edu/sws/assets/pdf/2010swg.pdf
http://writing.umn.edu/sws/assets/pdf/2010swg.pdf
https://moodle.umn.edu/mod/resource/view.php?id=743726
https://moodle.umn.edu/mod/resource/view.php?id=743726
http://www.myu.umn.edu/
http://www.myu.umn.edu/

