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Sociology 3801: Sociological Research Methods 
Fall 2021 ~ 4 credits ~ Professor Evan Roberts  Tu/Th ~ 9:45-11am ~ Blegen 10 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 
Welcome to Research Methods! This course is designed to 
introduce you to how sociologists gather, present, and critique 
evidence about society. You will gain a working knowledge of 
common sociological methods including ethnography, archival 
research, surveys, and experiments. Our emphasis is on developing 
your ability to effectively critique published sociological research, 
and understand which research methods you would use to answer 
your own questions.  
 
Be prepared to participate in class activities and discussions by 
doing the readings before you come to class. According to 
university guidelines, you should expect to spend an average of 8 
hours a week doing out-of-class work for a four-credit class such 
as this.  
 

 
Taking the 1940 census 
(https://flic.kr/p/btgjsy) 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION and OFFICE HOURS 

 

 
 

Please email, visit during office hours, or make an 
appointment. We are happy to meet with you! If 
something makes it difficult for you to complete 
coursework on time, please speak with one of us  
as soon as possible so we can help in every way.  
 
Evan Roberts, Assistant Professor of Sociology 
Office Hours: 1078 Social Sciences 
Tuesday, 11-12; Wednesday 1-2 or by appointment 
eroberts@umn.edu (best way) 
Phone: 612-625-8591 
 

Please visit for any reason (or no reason)! I love to get to know my students. 
 

TA 1                  Office Hours 
EMAIL              TIME 
OFFICE 

TA 2                  Office Hours 
EMAIL              TIME 
OFFICE 

  
Both TA1 and TA2 are available by appointment if office hours are not convenient. 
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REQUIRED BOOKS and COURSE WEBSITE 
 

 
 

The required textbook is: The Art & 
Science of Social Research. 1st Ed. By 
Deborah Carr et al, W.W. Norton & Co.  
 
We will not be discussing the textbook in 
depth in class. You will benefit from 
reading the textbook in conjunction with 
your notes from lectures, and seeing a 
different perspective in a different form on 
the same material. 
 
Other required reading is available on-
line through the UM libraries or the course 
website. This reading consists of important 
articles written by sociologists for 
sociologists and published in well-regarded 
sociology journals. 
 

The course website (Canvas) contains important course information, including reading 
worksheets, lecture outlines and handouts, and your grades. 

Please check it often. 
 
Note: Reading worksheets will not be handed out in class. You must access them through the 
course website and turn them in on Canvas. Handwritten worksheets are fine. 
 

POINT DISTRIBUTION 
 
Participation in lecture and discussion sections ........................................................... 80 points 
Worksheets on assigned readings ................................................................................. 70 points 
Papers (2 @ 50 points each) ....................................................................................... 100 points 
Best of two exams ...................................................................................................... 100 points 
Citizen social science assignment  ............................................................................. 150 points 
 TOTAL ........................................................................ ….500 points 
 
Final Course Grades:  

Grade Percent range Points range Grade Percent range Points range 
A 93% and above 465 or more C 73 - 75.9% 365 - 379 
A- 90 - 92.9% 450 - 464 C- 70 - 72.9% 350 - 364 
B+ 86 - 89.9% 430 - 449 D+ 66 - 69.9% 330 - 349 
B  83 - 85.9% 415 - 429 D+ 63 - 65.9% 315 - 329 
B- 80 - 82.9% 400 - 414 F 62% or lower less than 315 
C+ 76 - 79.9% 380 - 399    
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EARNING THE POINTS 
 
Participation in lecture and discussion sections:  

• Lecture activities and participation: Attendance and attention are a key part of this class. 
Participation points are generally based on short, ungraded in-class writing assignments. You 
will turn these in at the end of each lecture and get them back in your discussion section. I also 
expect you to volunteer your answers during class discussions.  

• Discussion section participation: This is calculated separately from lecture participation and is 
based on active participation in the activities.  

• There are 42 class sessions (lectures and lab) in the semester. Each is worth a maximum of 2 
points. Thus, every student may miss 2 sessions without effective penalty. This is designed to 
account for a reasonable expected amount of sickness, buses being late, and sleeping in until 
noon (because why not?!). If you have legitimate reasons for missing additional classes, please 
contact Professor Roberts or your TA to discuss your absence. Legitimate reasons are defined 
by the U to include documented emergencies or illnesses, religious observances, scheduled 
activities of official University organizations, jury duty or other legal requirements (e.g. 
citizenship ceremonies, appearing in court … ).  

Bottom line: We know how life is random and stuff happens. Communicate clearly with us, and we’ll 
do our best to help you do the best you can in the class.  

Child care responsibilities: If you have care responsibilities for a child, and your childcare needs come 
into conflict with the course schedule, please don’t feel as though you have to miss class. I understand 
how these things happen. If this happens, you are welcome to bring a child with you. We simply ask 
you bring materials to keep them busy and (e.g. book, headphones, captivating electronic device) and 
be mindful of your classmates. If you have questions about this, please talk to me. 

 

 

 

Students taking exams in Queensland, 
Australia (1940) 

Source: State Library of Queenland 

 

https://flic.kr/p/pXL5Hr 
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Worksheets on Assigned Readings: 
On the course website, there are 
fourteen worksheets asking basic 
questions about each of the assigned 
non-textbook readings. You must turn 
them in by the beginning of lecture on 
the day that the reading is assigned. 
Each worksheet is worth 5 points and 
70 points of your grade is based on 
these worksheets.  
 
TAs will award bonus points for 
especially thoughtful or insightful 
worksheets. 

 

 

We’ll talk about what you have read 
Source: https://flic.kr/p/otsEjE 

 
Interviews are a key research 

methodology in sociology 
Source: https://flic.kr/p/pLmhNi  

 
Exams: Both of the exams will assess your understanding 
of all course material (readings, lectures, discussions, 
guest speakers, and any other information) covered since 
the last test. They will consist of vocabulary words, short 
answer, and short essay questions.  
 
You can choose to take either Exam 1 or Exam 2, or both. 
They will not be identical, but will cover much of the same 
content.  
 
Your best grade will count towards your course grade. 

 

 
 
Papers:  TWO 1200 word papers are due during the semester. They are worth 50 points each.  
• You must do paper #1. If you do not turn in paper #1 at all, only one of your other grades will 

count and you will receive a maximum of 50/100 for the papers. HOWEVER you may turn in 
paper #1 late for 0 points to earn the right to get scores on two other papers.  

• There are four paper options. You may write 1, 2, or 3 of the remaining papers. Your top two paper 
grades will be used (e.g., paper #1’s score will be dropped if your grades on #2 and #4 are higher). 

• Papers are due at the beginning of class on the due date. A paper turned in the following day is 
worth a maximum of 45 points, and the late-paper deduction is 5 points per day thereafter 
(including weekend days and holidays!) 
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Citizen social science: Throughout the semester, you will work to build a website for a social science 
research project. This assignment is required. There are points for intermediate steps.  

Instructions for the papers and citizen social science project will be handed out separately. 

 

 
Source: https://flic.kr/p/otUSaQ  

 

Attend a talk for extra credit! You may earn 
up to 3 points by attending a research talk 
outside of class. The talk must fit the criteria 
listed on the relevant hand out. There are many 
eligible talks! You can earn up to 30 extra credit 
points this way. 
 
 

Group lunch or coffee with the professor 

Details to be decided 

  

 
Florida lunch counter sit-in, 1960. 

https://flic.kr/p/o7Ysgh  
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RULES 

 

 
Woman warping cotton in 1933 

 (http://ids.lib.harvard.edu/ids/view/1245095?buttons=) 
What jobs people do, and what other people think about them 
(should women work in factories!?) are important questions in 
sociology. 
 

Course Environment: The classroom is an 
open forum for the expression of 
thoughtful ideas. As you share your ideas, 
be attentive to the feelings and (potential) 
histories of others, especially people from 
cultures or social groups other than your 
own. We are all responsible for keeping 
discrimination, harassment, and 
intimidation out of the classroom.  
 
Early and Late Assignments: All papers are 
due at the beginning of the class period; do 
not skip class to finish your paper. If you 
have a documented excuse or emergency, 
please visit Professor Roberts or your TA 
to discuss it.  
 
48 hour grace period: One assignment 
may be handed in up to 48 hours late 
with no penalty and no questions asked. 
Notify your TA in writing (email suggested 
but not required!) that you are using your 
grace period when you submit the 
assignment.  

 
Make-up Exams: Make-up exams will only be given in 
cases of excused absences (e.g., documented 
emergencies or extreme illnesses, religious 
observances, scheduled activities of official University 
organizations). Exams must be taken early if possible 
and must otherwise be made up as quickly as possible. 
 

 
 Serious discussion of social problems 
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Academic Dishonesty: Do your own work on all things, including worksheets and papers. The strictest 
disciplinary action will be pursued in all instances of academic misconduct. Academic misconduct 
includes (among other things): cheating on exams; using material from the internet without citing it; 
plagiarizing any part of work done by someone else; and submitting substantially similar work for two 
courses without consent. See the “Scholastic Conduct” section of the College of Liberal Arts policies. 
 
Incompletes:  Incompletes will 
be considered only under 
exceptional circumstances such 
as extreme illness or hardship. 
In these instances, 
documentation and a written 
agreement signed by the 
student and Professor Roberts 
is required before the final 
exam is given. It is the 
student’s responsibility to 
finish the work by the agreed 
deadlines without being 
reminded. An incomplete is 
automatically changed to an 
“F” if it is not completed.  
 
Food and Drink: It is fine to 
eat and drink in the class, as 
long as you are conscientious 
and leave your space clean and 
tidy. 
 

 
 
 

 
https://flic.kr/p/6tbw3h  
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RESOURCES 

 
• To receive help with study skills, test preparation and test taking, time management, and anxiety, 

you can contact Student Academic Success Services. See http://www.sass.umn.edu/ .  

• If you need help with your writing beyond what we can provide in office hours, the Writing Center 
is fantastic. Find out more at http://writing.umn.edu/.   

• If you suspect you might have a disability of any kind, please contact Disability Services to get 
documentation of needs and to generate suggestions for reasonable accommodation. See 
https://diversity.umn.edu/disability/ .  

• The Student Conflict Resolution Center offers informal and formal conflict resolution services to 
resolve students' campus-based problems and concerns.  See http://www.sos.umn.edu/ .      

• The Aurora Center provides a safe and confidential space for students, faculty, staff, alumni, and 
family members or friends affiliated with the University of Minnesota, TC who are 
victims/survivors/concerned people of sexual assault, relationship violence, or stalking.  See 
http://aurora.umn.edu/ . The 24-hour Help Line number is 612-626-9111.  

• The Minnesota Population Center teaches free mini-courses to help you learn about very amazing 
free data that you can analyze for your own work or other classes. See 
https://pop.umn.edu/events/data-training. 

 
Social research means looking for information! 
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 Soc 3801 Fall 2021 Schedule Reading due Worksheet or paper due 
w

ee
k 

1  Tu 21 Jan Lecture Introductions, common errors Ch.1  
 Discussion Introductions, participation    

Th 23 Jan Lecture Combining theory and data Ch.2  

           

w
ee

k 
2  Tu 28 Jan Lecture Conceptualization Ch.4  

 Discussion Conceptualization, measurement    

Th 30 Jan Lecture Measurement.  
Into to Citizen Science  Reading 1 Worksheet 1 

            

w
ee

k 
3 Tu 4 Feb Lecture Generalizability Ch.5  

 Discussion Generalizability    

Th 6 Feb Lecture Generalizability Reading 2 Worksheet 2 
            

w
ee

k 
4  Tu 11 Feb Lecture Causal validity Ch.6   

 Discussion Causal validity    

Th 13 Feb Lecture Causal validity Reading 3 Worksheet 3 
            

w
ee

k 
5 Tu 18 Feb Lecture Ethics  Ch. 3 | Reading 4 Worksheet 4 

 Discussion Discuss citizen science topic    CS topic due 

Th 20 Feb Lecture Introduction to qualitative 
methods  Ch. 10  

            

w
ee

k 
6 Tu 25 Feb Lecture Ethnographies  Reading 5 Worksheet 5 

 Discussion How to write papers for this 
class    

Th 27 Feb Lecture Qualitative guest speaker  Ch.11  

            

w
ee

k 
7  Tu 3 Mar Lecture In-depth interviews  Paper #1 (on 1, 2, or 3) 

 Discussion Try an ethnography    

Th 5 Mar Lecture Content analysis and focus 
groups Reading 6 Worksheet 6 
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 Soc 3801 Fall 2021 Schedule Reading due Worksheet or paper due 
w

ee
k 

8 Tue 17 Mar  Introduction to surveys   
  Try in-depth interviews   

Th 19 Mar  Citizen science discussion  Reading 7 Worksheet 7 

      

w
ee

k 
9 Tu 24 Mar Lecture Surveys   CS proposal revision 

 Discussion Try finding survey variables Ch.7  Paper #2 (on 5, 6, or 7) 
Th 26 Mar Lecture Survey (guest speaker) Reading 8 Worksheet 8 

      

w
ee

k 
10

 Tu 31 Mar Lecture Introduction to experiments Reading 9 Worksheet 9 
 Discussion Try interpreting survey results Ch. 14  

Th 2 April Lecture Review for Exam 1 Reading 10 Worksheet 10 
            

w
ee

k 
11

 Tu 7 April Lecture Experiments Ch. 8   
 Discussion Test citizen science sites    Trial CS sites / feedback 

Th 9 Apr Lecture Exam 1    
            

w
ee

k 
12

 Tu 14 Apr Lecture Experiments Reading 11  
 Discussion Experiments | Cit Sci pitch     

  Thu:CS feedback and edits 
Th 16 Apr Lecture Experiments     Friday: Worksheet 11 

            

W
ee

k 
13

 

Tu 21 Apr Lecture Historical comparative 
methods           Ch. 12  | Reading 12  

 Discussion Citizen science presentations     

Th 23 Apr Lecture Citizen science presentations  Worksheet 12 
            

W
ee

k 
14

 
 

Tu 28 Apr Lecture Citizen science presentations  Reading 13  

 Discussion Review for exam 2   

Th 30 Apr   Lecture Evaluations, RATE and post-
course survey. Reading 14  Worksheet 13 

      

W
ee

k 
15

 

Mo 4 May 
 
Tu 5 May 

   

Worksheet 14 
CS site shared. 
Data in spreadsheet  
Review for exam 2 

 

Mo 11 May 
1:30 – 3:30   Exam 2   

 

E
xa

m
 w

ee
k 
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