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Course Description 
	
This	 Global	 Seminar,	Understanding	 New	 Zealand:	 Culture,	 Society,	 and	 Environment,	 is	 open	 to	 any	
undergraduate	or	graduate	student	regardless	of	major.	 	Priority	 is	given	to	University	of	Minnesota	
students,	but	 students	 from	other	 institutions	may	attend	 if	 space	 is	 available.	 	There	are	no	course	
prerequisites	and	all	instruction	is	in	English	(with	diverse	accents).		
	
New	Zealand	is	one	of	the	world’s	most	remote	inhabited	land-masses,	and	this	remoteness	has	had	a	
significant	 impact	 on	 its	 environmental	 and	 human	 history.	 Like	 the	 United	 States,	 New	 Zealand	 is	
thought	of	as	a	“settler	society”	that	is	now	largely	populated	by	descendants	of	people	who	migrated	
from	Europe	in	the	last	couple	of	centuries.	Like	the	United	States	it	is	a	long-established	democracy,	
and	it	could	be	argued	that	New	Zealand,	not	the	United	States,	is	in	fact	the	world’s	oldest	continuous	
democracy.	 	 As	 we	 read	 about	 and	 visit	 New	 Zealand,	 you’ll	 understand	 why	 we	 could	 make	 that	
argument.	You	don’t	have	to	agree	with	it.			
	
New	 Zealand	was	 settled	 late	 in	 Europe’s	 global	 expansion.	 Reflection	 by	 Britons	 on	 the	way	 their	
Empire	 operated—including	 in	 the	 United	 States—led	 them	 to	 try	 somewhat	 new	 and	 different	
approaches	 in	 engaging	 the	 indigenous	 Māori	 population	 of	 New	 Zealand.	 The	 Treaty	 of	 Waitangi,	
signed	in	1840	between	the	British	crown	and	Māori	has	been	fundamental	in	shaping	New	Zealand's	
history.	 Compared	 to	 indigenous	 peoples	 in	 its	 peer	 settler	 countries—Australia,	 Canada,	 and	 the	
United	 States—the	 Māori	 population	 of	 New	 Zealand	 has	 remained	 a	 significant	 minority	 of	 the	
population	and	a	 strong	 force	 in	politics	 (again,	 compared	 to	other	 settler	nations,	unfulfilled	Māori	
aspirations	for	political	and	economic	power	remain	an	important	issue	in	New	Zealand	politics).			
	
Since	 the	 1970s	 New	 Zealand's	 previously	 largely	 bicultural	 society	 has	 become	 even	 more	
multicultural	with	waves	of	Pacific,	Asian,	and	renewed	British	migration.	These	have	occurred	at	the	
same	time	as	Māori	political	aspirations	have	strengthened.	These	challenges	have	been	accompanied	
by	 important	 reforms	 to	 the	 country’s	 electoral	 system,	 which	 are	 somewhat	 unusual	 in	 being	
accomplished	both	peacefully	and	without	a	prior	breakdown	of	government	authority.	 In	the	1980s	
and	1990s	New	Zealand’s	economic	policies	shifted	rapidly	 towards	a	more	“free	market”	approach.	
Indeed,	many	 international	commentators	regard	New	Zealand's	economy	as	“freer”	 than	the	United	
States.	The	1980s	and	1990s	also	saw	significant	social	liberalization	that	has	continued	to	the	present	
day,	with	 the	 New	 Zealand	 parliament	 passing	 a	 “marriage	 equality”/“gay	marriage”	 bill	 by	 a	 large	
margin	 on	 17	 April	 2013.	 Thus,	 New	 Zealand's	 society	 and	 politics	 have	 important	 elements	 of	
similarity	with	other	settler	nations	(including	the	United	States),	but	also	distinctive	differences.	
	
New	 Zealand	 was	 settled	 late	 by	 humans	 because	 it	 was	 so	 remote.	 This	 remoteness	 allowed	 a	
distinctive	and	unique	flora	and	fauna	to	evolve	before	human	settlement.	Perhaps	the	most	distinctive	
feature	of	 the	pre-human	ecology	of	New	Zealand	was	 that—other	 than	bats—there	were	no	native	
mammals.	Many	of	the	birds,	including	the	kiwi,	which	has	acquired	symbolic	status,	were	flightless,	or	
had	limited	flying	abilities.	Both	Māori	and	Pākehā	settlement	contributed	to	significant	changes	in	its	
plant	and	animal	composition	after	exotic	(to	New	Zealand,	they	might	seem	familiar	to	you!)	species	
were	introduced	and	forest	habitats	were	burnt.		Alarmed	by	these	changes,	New	Zealanders	recently	
have	made	significant	strides	 in	recognizing	environmental	 issues	and	seeking	sustainable	solutions.		
They	 offer	 interesting	 lessons	 for	U.S.	 students	 to	 bring	 home	 and	 apply	 to	 our	 own	 environmental	
issues.	
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Course	content	will	be	divided	approximately	as	follows:	
• 80%	Human	occupation,	society,	government,	and	culture.	
• 20%	 Environmental	 issues	 such	 as	 preservation	 of	 native	 forests,	 impact	 of	 exotic	 animals	 on	

native	plants	and	animals,	natural	and	cultural	interpretation,	and	nature	tourism.	
	
Our	exploration	of	these	 issues	will	not	take	place	 in	a	 linear	fashion.	The	best	 itinerary	through	the	
country	takes	us	to	different	sites	where	we	encounter	and	re-encounter	a	series	of	important	issues	
including	
• Immigration	and	the	place	of	immigrants	in	New	Zealand	society	
• The	indigenous	Māori	in	New	Zealand’s	history,	politics	and	society	
• Social	and	political	responses	to	environmental	issues	
• Modes	of	inquiry	for	understanding	other	societies:	How	do	we	find	out	about	other	places	through	

reading,	observation,	and	meeting	New	Zealanders.		
	
New	Zealand’s	similarity	to	other	settler	nations	and	societies	is	readily	apparent	to	visitors.	One	of	the	
goals	 of	 this	 global	 seminar	 is	 to	 help	 sharpen	 your	 powers	 of	 academic	 comparison	 of	 different	
societies	 and	 cultures.	 We	 will	 be	 reflecting	 on	 New	 Zealand's	 difference	 and	 similarity	 at	 points	
throughout	the	course,	and	your	final	paper	will	allow	you	to	make	an	 informed	comparison	of	New	
Zealand	 to	 comparable	places	 (a	natural	 and	obvious	 choice	might	be	Minnesota,	 but	 your	 interests	
may	lead	you	elsewhere).		
	

Course Objectives 
You	will:	

• Learn	 about	 New	 Zealand’s	 geologic	 origin,	 human	 history,	 and	 government	 to	 better	
understand	its	current	culture	and	economy.	

• Learn	about	areas	of	culture	that	 interest	you	(e.g.,	art,	architecture,	 transportation,	 language,	
music,	food,	entertainment,	politics,	interpersonal	relations…)	and	how	you	can	appreciate	and	
adapt	to	such	differences.	

• Learn	about	current	environmental	issues	in	New	Zealand		
• Grow	emotionally:	

o Develop	self-confidence	by	stepping	out	of	your	ordinary	life	and	taking	personal	risks.	
o Learn	how	to	adapt	to	a	different	culture	by	short-term	immersion	in	a	culture.			
o Learn	flexibility	and	patience	by	living	closely	with	previously	unknown	people	and	on	a	

hectic	schedule	you	do	not	control.	
• Develop	a	life-long	interest	in	international	affairs.	
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Liberal Education requirements 
	
SOC3090	meets	the	University’s	requirements	for	three	Liberal	Education	requirements:		

• Social	Science	Core	
• Global	Perspectives	Theme		
• Civic	life	and	Ethics	Theme	

	
The	goal	of	liberal	education	requirements	in	your	degree	are	that	you	graduate	from	the	University	of	
Minnesota	 with	 a	 well-rounded	 education.	 You	 will	 acquire	 the	 most	 specialized	 knowledge	 of	 a	
discipline	and	its	methods	in	your	major	(s)	and	minor(s).	Liberal	education	ensures	you	are	broadly	
knowledgeable,	can	understand	the	work	of	other	disciplines,	and	are	prepared	for	life-long	learning	in	
your	career	and	further	education.	
	
A	brief	description	of	how	the	course	meets	each	of	these	guidelines	follows.	You	will	note	that	there	is	
overlap	in	how	the	requirements	are	met,	because	the	themes	and	core	reinforce	each	other.	
	
Social	Sciences	Core	
	
Criteria	 How	SOC3090	meets	it 
The	course	demonstrates	how	social	scientists	describe	and	
analyze	human	experiences	and	behavior.	

Assignment	using	life	course,	biographical	and	archival	
research	(Soldier	profile),	and	paper	using	evidence	
from	statistical	surveys	(final	paper)	

Students	manipulate	with	social	science	data	(primary	or	
secondary)	using	one	or	more	of	the	primary	quantitative	or	
qualitative	methods	for	collecting	and/or	analyzing	these	data.	

Students	work	with	qualitative	life	course	data	from	
original	military	personnel	files	from	WWI,	and	analyze	
these	evidence	for	a	presentation.	They	collect	evidence	
on	NZ	society	through	observation	and	discussion	while	
in	the	country.	

The	course	identifies	key	disciplinary	resources	and	evaluates	
their	quality.	

Students	are	introduced	to	national	statistical	surveys	
and	publications	from	Statistics	New	Zealand	as	a	way	
to	investigate	society.	These	resources	are	an	example	
of	statistical	evidence	widely	used	by	social	scientists.	

The	course	explores	the	interrelationships	among	individuals,	
institutions,	structures,	events	and/or	ideas.	

Students	read	about	indigenous	and	settler,	and	
immigrant/native	relationships	and	political	structures.	
They	will	interact	with	New	Zealanders	to	discuss	New	
Zealand’s	current	social	and	political	issues.	

Students	examine	the	roles	that	individuals	play	in	their	cultural,	
social,	economic,	and/or	political	worlds.	

Assignment	using	life	course	data	on	individual	soldiers	
is	contextualized	with	further	reading	and	lectures	
while	in	New	Zealand.			

The	course	promotes	multidisciplinary	ways	of	thinking	that	can	
be	used	to	synthesize	and	analyze	local,	national,	and	global	
issues,	and	the	connections	among	these.	

Major	assignments	for	the	course	emphasize	both	
qualitative	interpretation	of	biographical	data,	and	the	
interpretation	of	results	from	statistical	surveys.	

Students	to	work	collaboratively	and	individually	to	construct	
new	knowledge.	

Students	will	work	in	teams	for	group	assignments.	The	
profiles	of	soldiers’	life	courses	will	be	presented	to	the	
class	group	before	being	shared	in	a	presentation	with	
groups	of	New	Zealanders.	
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Civic	Life	and	Ethics	Theme	
	
Criteria	 How	SOC3090	meets	it 
The	course	presents	and	defines	ethics	and	the	role	of	ethics	in	
civic	life.	

Course	readings	have	students	read	about	the	ethical	
foundations	of	New	Zealand's	constitutional	
arrangements,	the	structure	 

The	course	explores	how	the	ethical	principles	of	a	society	or	
societies	have	been	derived	and	developed	through	group	
processes,	and	debated	in	various	arenas.	

The	course	considers	ethics	in	civic	life	through	
discussion	of	New	Zealand's	constitution,	investigation	
of	conscription	in	wartime	in	an	assignment	profiling	a	
soldier,	and	through	discussion	with	New	Zealand	
university	students,	community	members,	and	
politicians. 

The	course	encourages	students	to	develop,	defend,	or	challenge	
their	personal	values	and	beliefs	as	they	relate	to	their	lives	as	
residents	of	the	United	States	and	members	of	a	global	society.		

Students	have	the	opportunity	to	meet	with	New	
Zealanders	and	discuss	New	Zealand	society	with	them	
on	multiple	occasions,	and	discuss	differences	and	
similarities	with	the	United	States.	 

Students	have	concrete	opportunities	to	identify	and	apply	their	
knowledge	of	ethics,	both	in	solving	short-term	problems	and	in	
creating	long-term	forecasts.	

Traveling	together	on	a	global	seminar	students	are	
faced	with	many	opportunities	to	negotiate	group	work	
and	residential	arrangements	with	their	peers.	Student	
preparation	for	the	sites	visited	is	critical	to	the	success	
of	the	program,	giving	you	experience	in	working	
together	as	part	of	a	large	team	for	a	sustained	period	of	
time.	 

	
	
Global	Perspectives	Theme	
	
Criteria	 How	SOC3090	meets	it 
The	course,	and	most	or	all	of	the	material	covered	in	the	
course,	focuses	on	the	world	beyond	the	United	States.	

The content of this course focuses on New Zealand.  

The	course	either	(1)	focuses	in	depth	upon	a	particular	
country,	culture,	or	region	or	some	aspect	thereof;	(2)	
addresses	a	particular	issue,	problem,	or	phenomenon	
with	respect	to	two	or	more	countries,	cultures,	or	regions;	
or	(3)	examines	global	affairs	through	a	comparative	
framework.	

The course focuses on New Zealand's society and politics. 
We take a comparative approach throughout. The instructor 
contextualizes New Zealand variously as an example of a 
Commonwealth constitutional monarchy (like Australia, 
Canada, Britain), an established liberal democracy (like the 
preceding and Scandinavia), and a settler society (like 
Australia, Canada, U.S., much of South America) 

Students	discuss	and	reflect	on	the	implications	of	issues	
raised	by	the	course	material	for	the	international	
community,	the	United	States,	and/or	for	their	own	lives.	

Because of the similarities to the United States in some 
important ways (long-standing democracy, common law, 
English language, settler society) and to Minnesota in 
particular (mass European settlement from 1840s onwards), 
the readings and instruction put New Zealand in 
comparative context.  
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Overview of schedule 
	
Date	 Activity	 Instruct	time	 Student	time	
Wed	17	May	 Leave	MSP		 1	 2	
Thu	18	May	 Travel	 0	 0	
Fri	19	May	 Orientation	/	Auckland	War	Memorial	Museum	 5	 1	
Sat	20	May	 Otara	Markets	 3	 4	
Sun	21	May	 Rangitoto	Island	 5	 3	
Mon	22	May	 Auckland	University	discussion	 2	 5	
Tue	23	May	 Meeting	with	local	journalists	 2	 5	
Wed	24	May	 Unscheduled	day	–	suggestions	for	research	/	exploration	 0	 8	
Thu	25	May	 Waitangi	Treaty	Grounds	 3	 4	
Fri	26	May	 Russell:	Mission	and	settler/war	museum	 4	 4	
Sat	27	May	 Travel	to	Rotorua	 0	 3	
Sun	28	May	 Unscheduled	day	(rest)	 0	 0	
Mon	29	May	 Whakarewarewa	and	Buried	Village	 5	 2	
Tue	30	May	 Travel	to	Wellington	 0	 3	
Wed	31	May	 Museum	of	Wellington,	City	&	Sea	 2	 5	
Thu	1	June	 Meeting	with	Victoria	University	class	/	Guest	lecture	to	be	

confirmed	
2	 5	

Fri	2	June	 Guest	lecture	to	be	confirmed		 2	 5	
Sat	3	June	 Zealandia	(bird	sanctuary	/	environmental	education)	 3	 3	
Sun	4	June	 Te	Papa	 2	 3	
Mon	5	June	 Public	holiday,	Queen’s	Birthday.	Unscheduled	day	(rest)	 0	 0	
Tue	6	June	 Discussion	with	Victoria	University	class	/	Parliament	 4	 4	
Wed	7	June	 Great	War	Exhibition	/	Guest	lecture	to	be	confirmed	 2	 4	
Thu	8	June	 Research	and	observation	day	(or	Police	College)	 0	 6	
Fri	9	June	 Visit	to	Matiu/Somes	Island		 5	 2	
Sat	10	June	 Return	to	the	United	States	 0	 0	
	 	 52	 81	
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University of Minnesota Student Learning Outcomes 
	

• Can	communicate	effectively:	Students	will	write	almost	daily	in	a	journal	that	will	be	graded	
and	will	 submit	 a	written	paper	 at	 the	 end	of	 the	 course	 summarizing	 the	major	points	 they	
learned.	

	
• Understand	diverse	philosophies	and	cultures	within	and	across	societies:	 Students	will	

be	exposed	continuously	to	the	New	Zealand	culture	and	are	expected	to	write	in	a	journal	and	
final	 paper	 about	 the	 New	 Zealand	 culture	 and	 how	 they	 have	 adapted	 to	 it.	 	 We	 will	
periodically	discuss	cultural	differences	during	class	periods.	

	
• Have	 acquired	 skills	 for	 effective	 citizenship	 and	 life-long	 learning:	 Living	 within	 New	

Zealand’s	 culture	 enables	 students	 to	 better	 understand	 what	 it	 means	 to	 be	 an	 American	
citizen.	Living,	studying,	and	traveling	in	close	association	with	other	students	enables	students	
to	 develop	 habits	 of	 cooperation	 so	 important	 to	 social	 development.	 Experiencing	 learning	
through	 readings,	 discussions,	writing,	 and	 field	 trips	 helps	 students	 better	 understand	 their	
preferred	learning	styles.	

	
• Have	mastered	a	body	of	knowledge	and	a	mode	of	 inquiry:	 	You	will	 learn	about	a	wide	

range	of	topics	 in	New	Zealand's	history,	society	and	environment.	This	basic	knowledge	may	
help	you	determine	life-long	interests	in	new	subjects.	

	
• Understand	 the	 role	 of	 creativity,	 and	 innovation,	 discovery,	 and	 expression	 across	

disciplines:	 	 Through	 study	 of	 New	 Zealand’s	 history	 and	 culture	 including	 food,	 art,	
architecture,	music,	language,	social	interactions,	etc.	you	will	have	the	opportunity	to	see	many	
different	 examples	 of	 innovation	 and	 creative	 expression.	 Through	 journaling,	 you	 can	 use	
written	words	and	art	to	express	your	feelings	and	articulate	new	knowledge.	

University of Minnesota Student Development Outcomes 
	

• Responsibility	 and	 accountability	 by	 making	 appropriate	 decisions	 on	 behavior	 and	
accepting	the	consequences	of	their	action:		You	will	be	living	closely	together	for	3	weeks	in	
a	 foreign	 country	 where	 you	 have	 little	 control	 over	 the	 daily	 activities,	 lodging,	 and	
roommates.	 	 Your	 behavior	 affects	 the	 experience	 of	 others	 and	 you	 will	 get	 feedback	 from	
other	students	and	the	instructors	if	you	are	disruptive.		You	also	have	considerable	free	time	in	
New	 Zealand.	 	 In	 a	 foreign	 country,	 your	 choices	 reflect	 on	 you	 and	 your	 country.	 	 Students	
should	seek	enriching	experiences	and	represent	the	USA	as	model	citizens.	

	
• Independence	 and	 interdependence	 by	 knowing	when	 to	 collaborate	 or	 seek	help	 and	

when	to	act	on	 their	own:	Students	are	expected	 to	work	alone	on	homework	and	 the	 final	
exam,	but	are	encouraged	to	discuss	class	experiences	when	considering	what	to	write	in	their	
journals	and	final	reflections	report.		You	are	always	encouraged	to	explore	the	communities	we	
visit	with	a	 classmate	 for	 security	purposes.	 	 Look	out	 for	 the	health	and	well-being	of	other	
students	and	seek	help	from	the	course	instructor	in	case	of	illness	or	injury.	
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• Goal	orientation	by	managing	 their	 energy	and	attention	 to	 achieve	 specific	 outcomes:	
Students	write	a	short	paper	at	the	beginning	of	the	course	to	describe	their	goals	for	learning	
about	 New	 Zealand	 history,	 culture	 and	 environment	 and	 what	 they	 expect	 to	 learn	 about	
themselves.	 	They	will	 continually	address	 these	 topics	 in	a	daily	 journal	and	 final	 reflections	
report.	 	 	 While	 the	 course	 has	 structured	 time,	 students	 learn	 the	 most	 when	 they	 apply	
concepts	learned	in	class	to	what	they	see	and	experience	on	their	own,	then	write	about	those	
learning	experiences	in	their	journal.	

	
• Self-awareness	by	knowing	their	personal	strengths	and	talents	and	acknowledging	their	

shortcomings:	 Living	 abroad	 is	 a	 wonderful	 opportunity	 to	 learn	 about	 oneself.	 	 You	 are	
continually	encouraged	to	write	in	your	journal	about	how	you	are	adapting	to	the	New	Zealand	
culture	and	what	you	are	 learning	about	your	own	 interests,	 strengths,	 and	shortcomings.	As	
you	 study	New	Zealanders	 and	 their	 history,	 think	 about	who	 you	 are,	 how	 you	would	 have	
responded	in	a	given	situation,	and	what	character	attributes	you	strive	to	achieve.		
	

• Resilience	by	recovering	and	learning	from	setbacks	or	disappointments:	 	There	may	be	
bumps	in	the	road	during	this	course.		You	may	become	homesick,	receive	a	lower	grade	on	an	
assignment	than	you	expected,	become	ill,	have	an	assigned	roommate	with	whom	you	do	not	
get	along	well,	or	find	the	climate	or	food	are	not	what	you	anticipated.		You	will	learn	and	grow	
from	these	experiences.		It	is	helpful	to	“go	with	the	flow”	and	to	learn	what	helps	you	bounce	
back	quickly	from	any	setbacks	to	develop	a	positive	outlook.	

	
• Appreciation	for	differences	by	recognizing	the	value	of	interacting	with	individuals	with	

backgrounds	 and/or	 perspectives	 different	 from	 their	 own:	 	 Among	 the	 students	 with	
whom	 you	 travel	 and	 among	 the	 New	 Zealanders	 whom	 you	 will	 meet,	 there	 will	 be	 many	
differences	in	personality,	language,	culture,	appearance,	race,	and	values.	Students	should	look	
for	these	differences,	understand	their	meaning,	and	appreciate	their	differences.	

	
• Tolerance	 of	 ambiguity	 by	 demonstrating	 the	 ability	 to	 perform	 in	 complicated	

environments	 where	 clear	 cut	 answers	 or	 standard	 operating	 procedures	 are	 absent:		
Most	students	have	never	traveled	abroad	for	several	weeks.	 	There	will	be	new	challenges	in	
learning	 how	 to	 live	 in	 a	 backpacker	 (hostel)	 lodging,	 read	maps	 and	 find	 transportation	 to	
places	of	interest,	and	learn	how	to	socially	interact	with	people	from	another	culture.	
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Student Expectations 
	
There	will	be	16	students	in	the	course.	
	
There	will	be	limited	indoor	lectures;	most	of	the	course	time	is	spent	on	field	tours	to	farms,	forests,	
volcanic	islands,	laboratories,	museums,	universities,	and	other	cultural	institutions.		
	
You	will	arrange	some	of	these	visits	yourself,	following	your	own	evolving	interests	in	exploring	New	
Zealand's	history,	society	and	environment.	In	Auckland	and	Wellington	our	itinerary	includes	several	
unstructured	 mornings,	 afternoons,	 and	 evenings.	 When	 we	 arrive	 in	 each	 city,	 the	 instructor	 will	
provide	you	with	a	list	of	other	suggested	historic	and	cultural	sites	and	institutions.	You	will	take	your	
own	initiative	 in	selecting	which	sites	to	visit,	and	we	will	convene	as	a	class	to	share	what	we	have	
visited.	For	the	most	part	you	are	encouraged	to	visit	these	sites	with	another	class	member.	You	will	
find	it	valuable	to	discuss	your	experiences	with	your	peers.		
	
New	Zealand	is,	in	general,	a	safe	place	to	visit.	Realistically	the	greatest	everyday	hazard	is	looking	the	
wrong	 way	 when	 crossing	 the	 road	 (look	 each	 way	 multiple	 times	 before	 crossing!).	 During	 the	
daytime	you	can	safely	explore	on	your	own,	provided	you	let	me	or	a	classmate	know	where	you	are	
going.	If	you	are	out	in	the	evening,	you	should	be	with	at	least	one	classmate,	particularly	in	Auckland	
and	Wellington,	which	have	the	normal	dangers	of	large	cities.			
	
You	 will	 prepare	 for	 lectures	 by	 guest	 speakers	 by	 preparing	 questions	 in	 advance	 to	 get	 the	
conversation	 with	 these	 speakers	 started.	 They	 have	 given	 their	 time	 in	 preparing	 lectures	 and	
discussions	for	this	class,	and	then	invested	the	time	in	showing	up	to	meet	you.		
	
You	will	be	working	with	other	students	on	preparation	for	these	visits.	By	working	in	teams	you	will	
get	 to	 know	 with	 other	 students,	 and	 have	 the	 opportunity	 to	 discuss	 with	 them	 what	 interesting	
questions	you	can	ask	of	the	speakers	and	lecturers.		
	
At	the	University	of	Auckland	and	Victoria	University	of	Wellington	we	will	be	meeting	with	classes	of	
New	Zealand	students,	and	discussing	aspects	of	New	Zealand	and	United	States	society.	This	is	a	great	
opportunity	for	you	to	engage	intellectually	and	socially	(these	are	not	distinct	processes)	with	people	
of	your	own	age	 in	New	Zealand.	Take	advantage	of	 this	opportunity	by	preparing	 for	 these	classes,	
and	arguing	respectfully	with	young	New	Zealanders.	
	
It	will	be	late	autumn	and	early	winter	in	New	Zealand.		Expect	temperatures	to	range	from	400	to	650	
F	and	dress	accordingly.	The	New	Zealand	climate	can	be	damp	and	windy,	and	 these	 temperatures	
will	feel	colder	than	the	same	temperature	in	Minnesota.	Do	not	bring	an	umbrella,	the	rain	rarely	falls	
straight	 down	 in	 New	 Zealand,	 and	 the	 wind	 will	 blow	 your	 umbrella	 inside	 out.	 Bring	 a	 good	
raincoat.		
	
We	will	 travel	by	bus	and	on	foot.	 	On	some	days	we	will	be	walking	several	miles	over	trails.	 If	you	
have	hiking	boots,	they	are	recommended!	Running	shoes,	especially	trail	running	shoes,	are	another	
alternative.	Be	prepared	for	these	shoes	to	get	muddy	and	dirty.	
	
We	travel	frequently	so	students	must	be	on-time	for	all	travel	departures.		Take	a	watch	and	an	alarm	
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clock.	You	will	also	be	carrying	your	own	bags	frequently,	so	think	carefully	about	what	you	bring.	You	
are	likely	to	be	charged	if	you	check	more	than	one	suitcase,	or	if	your	suitcase	is	over	50lb	(23kg	in	
New	Zealand).	Weigh	your	luggage	before	you	go	(Use	a	travel	scale	or	stand	on	a	bathroom	scale	with	
and	 without	 your	 suitcase.	 Make	 sure	 the	 bathroom	 scale	 is	 on	 a	 hardwood	 floor	 for	 an	 accurate	
reading).	
	
Your	carry-on	 luggage	should	be	comfortable	 for	extended	walking,	and	capable	of	resisting	the	rain	
we	will	likely	encounter	in	New	Zealand.	This	suggests	using	a	backpack.	A	robust	plastic	bag	that	you	
can	fold	up	and	put	in	your	backpack	is	useful	to	protect	the	contents	of	your	backpack	if	we	get	caught	
out	in	the	rain	(the	UMN	bookstore	bags	are	a	good	example).	Did	I	mention	that	you	should	bring	a	
good	raincoat?	
	
A	 packet	 of	 reading	 materials	 (in	 PDF	 format)	 will	 be	 distributed	 before	 departure,	 and	 you	 must	
purchase	the	required	text.	Guest	speakers	may	distribute	additional	handouts	during	the	course.				
	
Students	 will	 need	 to	 continually	 take	 notes	 during	 tours	 and	 other	 visits	 to	 capture	 information	
presented	by	field	trip	leaders	who	provide	no	handout	materials.	Bring	a	small	notepad	or	some	other	
way	of	taking	notes.	
	
Since	we	will	be	traveling	in	a	group	during	field	tours	where	hearing	is	sometimes	difficult,	keep	up	
with	 the	 tour	 leader	 and	 listen	 carefully	 to	 the	 tour	 leader.	 	 Do	 not	 carry	 on	 conversations	 with	
classmates	who	may	be	 listening	 to	 the	 leader.	Although	our	 speakers	 (and	your	 instructor)	will	 be	
speaking	a	familiar	language	you	will	find	that	you	need	to	pay	more	attention	than	necessary	because	
people	are	speaking	in	a	different	accent.	There	is	a	tendency	in	New	Zealand	English	to	mumbling	and	
speaking	 quickly,	 sometimes	 together.	 If	 you	 are	 paying	 attention	 and	 still	 can’t	 hear	 someone	
properly,	don’t	be	shy	about	saying	so	(politely).	Your	instructor	is	unusually	deaf	to	different	accents,	
and	probably	won’t	notice	when	the	speaker	is	speaking	“New	Zild”	instead	of	English.		
	
We	 will	 have	 short	 discussions	 periodically	 to	 summarize	 important	 points,	 especially	 about	 New	
Zealand	culture.	 	You	will	share	your	personal	observations	and	periodically	read	from	your	 journal.		
Keep	your	 journal	up-to-date	every	day.	Your	 impressions	will	 change	day-to-day,	 and	you	will	 find	
your	own	changing	impressions	and	thoughts	interesting.		
	
New	Zealanders	(for	the	most	part)	are	proud	of	their	country,	though	you	should	probe	gently	for	the	
more	 interesting	reflections	and	critiques	 they	will	also	offer.	 	They	are	very	happy	 to	share	all	 that	
they	know.			Ask	questions	and	probe	for	all	that	you	can	learn.			
	
Class	composition	will	be	diverse	with	students	 from	many	majors,	all	class	 levels,	different	genders	
and	ethnic	backgrounds.		You	will	share	sleeping	rooms	with	at	least	one	other	classmate	of	the	same	
gender.	 	Exposure	 to	 this	diversity	and	coping	with	different	classmate	personalities	and	knowledge	
levels	is	great	experience	for	dealing	with	future	workplace	environments.	
	
New	Zealanders	likewise	include	people	from	different	cultural	backgrounds.		We	must	respect	these	
cultural	 differences	 and	 not	 openly	 criticize	 different	 practices	 and	 ideas	 that	we	might	 observe	 or	
hear.	This	is	a	time	to	listen	and	broaden	your	horizons!		You	are	guests	in	New	Zealand	and	must	treat	
New	Zealanders	as	our	hosts.	 	
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Student team assignments 
	
During	the	course	you	will	be	working	in	teams	to	prepare	for	various	practical	and	academic	aspects	
of	 the	 trip.	 There	 will	 be	 two	 sets	 of	 teams,	 so	 that	 you	 will	 be	 working	 with	 different	 people	
throughout	the	class.	Teams	are	listed	below.		
	
The	“practical”	preparations	are	designed	to	help	you	become	a	seasoned	independent	traveler	by	the	
end	of	the	trip.	If	you	have	not	traveled	internationally	before,	New	Zealand	is	an	ideal	environment	to	
learn	 about	 some	 of	 the	 practical	 aspects	 of	 traveling	 abroad.	Much	 of	 the	 information	 you	will	 be	
required	to	seek	out	is	available	on	the	internet,	or	is	easily	accessible	in	New	Zealand	by	picking	up	
maps	or	brochures	at	our	accommodation,	or	 (!)	by	asking	 local	people.	There	 is	a	bit	of	a	 trade-off	
here	between	the	cultural	experience	of	talking	to	the	locals	and	your	anxiety	about	being	prepared	for	
what	you	are	required	to	do.	
	
The	academic	preparations	are	designed	to	ensure	that	you	go	to	our	site	visits	and	lectures	with	some	
background	about	what	we	are	going	to	learn	about,	and	are	prepared	to	lead	off	the	discussion	with	
our	hosts	by	asking	 interesting	and	 intelligent	questions.	Again,	 this	will	 require	you	 to	use	 internet	
resources	 before	 departure,	 and	 while	 we	 are	 in	 New	 Zealand.	 Further	 instructions	 on	 the	 team	
assignments	follow	the	listing	of	each	team’s	specific	responsibilities.	
	
Kauri	 Miro	 Rata	 Totara	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
	
	
Kiwi	 Moa	 Pukeko	 Tui	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
	
Contacting	your	team	members	
	
Name	 Email	 Phone	 Name	 Email	 Phone	
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Summary of team assignments 
	

Kauri	
	

Friday,	24	May:	Investigate	ferry	timetable	for	Rangitoto	Island,	and	provide	these	details	to	the	class.		
Also,	provide	the	class	with	a	list	of	possible	activities	on	the	island	that	can	be	achieved	by	the	time	
the	ferry	returns.		
Internet	hints:	Fuller’s	ferries.	Department	of	Conservation.	

Thursday,	30	May:	Prepare	a	20	minute	introduction	for	the	class	about	New	Zealand	tourism	and	film.	
When	did	this	industry	take	off?	How	has	New	Zealand	tried	to	take	advantage	of	this	interest	in	the	
country?	What	have	been	the	challenges?	(Suggestions:	Google	Scholar.	Start	before	Lord	of	the	Rings.	
See	the	Statistics	New	Zealand	website	about	contemporary	tourism)	
	
Saturday,	8	 June:	Provide	the	class	with	directions	 for	Weta	Cave	and	return	to	downtown	on	public	
transport	(that’s	how	we’ll	be	getting	there)	
	

Miro	
	
Friday,	24	May:	Prepare	a	brief	natural	(geological	and	environmental)	and	human	history	of	Rangitoto	
Island.	Why	is	the	island	significant	to	Aucklanders,	both	Māori	and	Pākehā?	

Thursday,	 30	 May:	 Prepare	 a	 20	 minute	 introduction	 for	 the	 class	 about	 the	 New	 Zealand	 dairy	
industry.	When	did	this	industry	become	significant?	What	have	been	its	social	and	economic	effects?	
What	is	its	history?	Why	is	it	important	today?	What	are	some	of	the	environmental	issues	associated	
with	the	industry?	
	
Sunday,	9	 June:	Find	public	 transport	directions	to	Zealandia	 from	the	Wellington	Botanical	Gardens,	
and	return	to	our	accommodation.	 Inform	the	class	about	some	important	 things	they	need	to	know	
about	visiting	Zealandia	so	they	don’t	get	locked	in!		
	

Rata	
	
Saturday,	 25	 May:	 Investigate	 the	 public	 transport	 itinerary	 between	 our	 downtown	 Auckland	
accommodation	and	Otara	(there	is	a	direct	bus).	How	do	we	get	there	and	back,	and	how	much	will	it	
cost?	
	
Saturday,	 1	 June:	 Prepare	 a	 20	 minute	 introduction	 for	 the	 class	 about	 New	 Zealand's	 distinctive	
geothermal	and	volcanic	 landscape.	Where	 is	 it	 located?	How	did	 it	 form?	What	 is	 it	used	 for?	What	
have	been	its	effects	(Google	Scholar;	Te	Ara)	
	
Sunday,	 9	 June:	 Prepare	 a	 10-15	 introduction	 for	 the	 class	 about	 New	 Zealand's	 on-shore	 wildlife	
sanctuaries.	What	is	their	purpose?	What	is	their	history?	What	have	they	achieved?	What	challenges	
do	they	still	face?		
[Google	scholar	and	additional	readings	in	course	packet]	
	



SOC	3090:	Understanding	New	Zealand.	Global	Seminar.	May-June	2017	

	 13	

	
Totara	

	
Saturday,	25	May:	Prepare	a	20	minute	overview	for	the	class	of	Pacific	Island	and	Asian	migration	to	
New	Zealand.	Consult	 the	additional	 reading	 in	 the	course	packet,	and	supplement	 it	with	your	own	
research.		
	
Sunday,	3	 June:	What	 is	 the	Queen’s	Birthday	holiday?	 Is,	 today,	 in	 fact	 the	Queen’s	birthday?	Where	
else	is	this	holiday	celebrated?	What	role	does	the	Queen	play	in	New	Zealand's	society	and	culture?	
What	is	the	role	of	the	monarchy	in	New	Zealand's	constitution?	What	proposals	are	there	to	replace	
the	monarchy	with	a	republican	constitution,	and	how	popular	are	these?		
	
Wednesday,	12	June:	Provide	students	with	instructions	on	transferring	between	terminals	at	Auckland	
International	Airport.	What	are	the	options?	How	long	will	each	option	take?	 	Where	on	the	 journey	
back	to	Minneapolis/St.	Paul	will	you	need	to	reclaim	luggage?	What	documentation	is	required	when	
departing	New	Zealand?	Organize	the	class	into	a	buddy	system	to	ensure	that	everyone	makes	their	
connecting	flight	in	Auckland,	and	inform	the	class	before	departure	about	the	transfer	at	Auckland.		
	

Kiwi	
	

Sunday,	26	May:	Purchase	a	copy	of	the	Herald	on	Sunday	in	Auckland	or	in	Paihia.	What	are	the	major	
stories?	What	audience	is	the	paper	trying	to	appeal	to?	What	are	some	current	political	issues	in	New	
Zealand?	Be	prepared	to	lead	the	discussion	on	Tuesday	with	the	Herald	on	Sunday	editor	who	will	be	
talking	to	us.	
	
Tuesday,	4	 June:	Find	directions	 for	walking	or	 taking	 the	bus	 from	our	accommodation	 in	Courtney	
Place	 to	 the	 offices	 of	 Te	 Ara	 in	 Radio	 New	 Zealand	 House	 on	 the	 Terrace	 (Hints:	 Metlink.	 Google	
Maps).	
	
Monday,	 10	 June:	 Prepare	 a	 20	 minute	 introduction	 to	 the	 class	 about	 the	 role	 of	 the	 sea	 in	 New	
Zealand’s	 history	 and	 environment.	 You	 may	 draw	 on	 material	 from	 other	 sites	 we	 have	 visited	
(including	sites	in	Auckland	and	Russell).		
	

Moa	
	

Sunday,	26	May:	Purchase	a	copy	of	the	Herald	on	Sunday	in	Auckland	or	in	Paihia.	What	are	the	major	
stories?	What	audience	is	the	paper	trying	to	appeal	to?	What	are	some	current	political	issues	in	New	
Zealand?	Be	prepared	to	lead	the	discussion	on	Tuesday	with	the	Herald	on	Sunday	editor	who	will	be	
talking	to	us.	
	
Tuesday,	4	June:	Prepare	a	list	of	6-10	thoughtful	questions	about	New	Zealand's	history	and	the	Te	Ara	
encyclopedia	for	Dr.	Phillips		
(I	recommend	that	you	start	this	list,	and	revise	it	as	we	go.	The	questions	should	be	historiographical,	
interpretive,	or	comparative.	They	should	not	be	factual)	
	
Tuesday,	 11	 June:	 Provide	 the	 class	 with	 instructions	 for	 getting	 to	 Matiu/Somes	 Island	 on	 the	
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Dominion	Post	ferry.	We	will	be	departing	and	returning	from	Queen’s	Wharf.	How	early	do	we	need	to	
leave	the	backpackers	to	reach	the	ferry?	When	do	we	need	to	be	back	at	the	wharf	on	the	island	to	
ensure	we	get	home?	
	

Pukeko	
	

Monday,	27	May:	Prepare	a	20	minute	introduction	for	the	class	about	the	early	(1820-1860)	
missionary	presence	in	New	Zealand.	What	religious	groups	were	present?	Where	did	they	operate?	
Were	they	successful?	
	
Tuesday,	4	June:	Find	directions	from	the	backpackers	to	the	Wellington	city	information	centre	(Hint:	
Wellington	City	Council.	Google	Maps)	
	
Wednesday,	5	June:	Prepare	a	list	of	6-10	thoughtful	questions	about	New	Zealand's	involvement	in	the	
Vietnam	war	based	on	the	required	readings,	and	other	readings	you	have	found	(hint:	Google	Scholar,	
Historical		Abstracts)	
	

Tui	
	

Monday,	27	May:	Prepare	a	20	minute	introduction	for	the	class	about	Russell	(also	known	as	
Kororareka).	Why	did	Europeans	visit	the	area?	What	was	the	area’s	reputation?	What	happened	to	
the	town	after	the	Treaty	of	Waitangi?	What	is	its	historical	significance	to	New	Zealand?	
	
Thursday,	6	June:	Find	information	on	additional	historic	tours	and	sites	of	Wellington.	The	tours	can	
be	self-guided	or	paid	(both	exist).	Historic	sites	should	be	accessible	by	walking	or	public	transport	
(Hint:	New	Zealand	Historic	Places	Trust,	Wellington	city	and	tourist	websites)	
	
Tuesday,	11	June:	Prepare	a	20	minute	introduction	to	the	class	about	the	history	and	environment	of	
Matiu/Somes	 Island.	Why	 is	 it	 significant	 to	 local	Māori?	What	 has	 its	 history	 been	 since	 European	
settlement?	What	is	its	role	now?		
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Preparing team assignments 
	

Basics:	You	have	all	been	assigned	to	two	different	teams,	totally	randomly.	This	is	so	that	we	are	
working	as	a	class	together	throughout	the	trip.	Each	team	has	responsibility	for	two	academic	and	one	
practical	assignment.	Naturally,	you’ll	be	thinking,	“how	much	work	do	I	have	to	do”.	Between	your	
two	teams	there	are	four	academic	assignments.	These	are	basically	to	prepare	introductions	to	the	
sites	and	activities	we	are	visiting.	You	can	think	of	your	workload	as	equivalent	to	a	5-6	page	paper.	
	
The	teams	have	been	randomized	in	such	a	way	that	within	each	team	the	best	thing	for	you	to	do	is	to	
share	 the	 workload.	 You	 can	 either	 divide	 each	 activity	 four	 ways,	 or	 split	 your	 team’s	 two	
responsibilities	 between	 two	people.	This	will	 require	 you	 to	be	 in	 touch	with	 your	 teammates	 and	
decide	on	how	you’re	going	to	approach	the	job.		
	
You	 should	 also	 keep	 in	 touch	with	 the	 instructor.	 If	 you’re	 having	 trouble	 finding	 anything,	 let	me	
know!	 Using	 keywords	 from	 the	 syllabus	 you	 should	 be	 able	 to	 use	 Google	 Scholar,	 Historical	
Abstracts,	Google	Books,	and	the	UMN	library	catalog	to	find	sufficient	background	material	to	prepare	
your	team’s	20-minute	introduction	to	the	topic.	You	don’t	have	to	
• Make	a	Powerpoint.		
• Write	a	formal	lecture.		
• Be	really	polished	and	have	memorized	the	whole	thing.		
	
You	do	have	to	
• Get	a	good	start	on	this	before	we	depart.	You	can	do	this	on	the	road,	but	wifi	in	New	Zealand	can	

be	intermittent	and	expensive.	And	once	we’re	in	New	Zealand,	there	are	more	fun	things	to	do.	
• Think	about	this	as	the	equivalent	of	a	paper	you’re	writing.	Take	it	seriously!		
• Make	 notes	 to	 show	 the	 work	 you’ve	 done	 (you	 will	 turn	 these	 in),	 and	 to	 aid	 you	 in	 your	

presentation	
• Be	 prepared	 to	 talk	 for	 20	 minutes	 to	 your	 peers	 about	 the	 day’s	 activities	 and	 give	 them	 a	

grounding	in	the	issues	we’ll	be	thinking	about.	
• Be	prepared	to	discuss	your	talk	with	the	instructor	ahead	of	time.	This	should	be	no	later	than	the	

day	 before,	 and	 ideally	 a	 bit	 earlier.	 This	will	 be	 informal	 and	 supportive.	We	 can	 chat	 about	 it	
multiple	times.	In	some	of	the	topics	you’ll	probably	be	helping	me	learn	things	I	didn’t	know	(one	
of	 the	great	 things	about	global	 seminars	 is	 that	 they	 invert	 some	of	 the	 traditional	expectations	
about	how	learning	occurs.	It	doesn’t	have	to	be	instructor	led).	

• Be	prepared	 to	 tell	 your	 peers	where	 they	 can	 find	more	 information	 if	 they	 need	 it	 (document	
where	you	found	things	by	keeping	a	bibliography!)	

• Co-operate	with	your	teammates,	and	be	self-aware	and	constructively	critical.		
• Turn	 in	your	notes	and	bibliography	 for	grading.	They’ll	be	easier	 to	grade	electronically,	but	on	

paper	is	just	fine	too	if	that’s	how	you	roll.	
• Each	 turn	 in	 a	 short	 reflective	 piece	 of	 writing	 that	 documents	 what	 you	 contributed	 to	 the	

academic	preparations	and	presentations,	and	discusses	your	team-mates’	contributions.		
	

	
Further	details	on	assignments	follow	at	the	end	of	the	syllabus.	
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Required Reading Materials 
	
A	 packet	 of	 reading	materials	 structured	 to	 each	 day	 of	 the	 course	will	 be	made	 available	 in	 a	 PDF	
format	before	departure.	The	most	important	part	of	that	packet	are		
• Extracts	from	David	Hackett	Fischer’s	Fairness	and	Freedom,	a	recent	scholarly	comparison	of	New	

Zealand	and	American	history.	We’ll	be	discussing	this	with	students	at	the	University	of	Auckland	
after	our	first	week.	You	must	all	read	it,	and	be	prepared!		

• Extracts	 from	 TO	 BE	 DECIDED.	 We’ll	 be	 discussing	 this	 with	 students	 at	 Victoria	 University	 of	
Wellington	after	two	weeks	in	the	country.		

	
These	 discussions	with	New	 Zealand	 university	 students	 are	 a	 great	 opportunity	 for	 you	 to	 engage	
with	peers	in	New	Zealand,	find	out	more	about	the	New	Zealand	university	system	(Minnesota	offers	
semester	 long	exchanges	with	both	 institutions	 that	you	can	credit	 to	your	UMN	degree,	 so	 this	 is	a	
good	opportunity	to	find	out	about	more	about	what	it’s	like	to	study	there.)	
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Our Itinerary 
	
Wednesday,	17	May	:	Departure!		
We	 will	 meet	 at	 the	 Minneapolis/St.	 Paul	 International	 Airport,	 where	 we	 will	 be	 flying	 via	 San	
Francisco	to	Auckland,	NZ.	Our	first	flight	is	on	United	Airlines	to	San	Francisco,	and	then	on	Air	New	
Zealand	to	Auckland.	You	will	check	your	baggage	through	to	Auckland	from	Minneapolis.	Gather	as	a	
group	at	the	departure	gate,	Minneapolis/St.	Paul	International	Airport,	Terminal	1.		Our	United	flight	
will	 depart	 out	 of	 the	 E	 concourse.	 In	 San	 Francisco,	 we	 will	 walk	 as	 a	 group	 to	 the	 International	
Terminal,	Concourse	G	to	board	our	flight	to	Auckland.	Our	time	in	San	Francisco	is	short,	but	sufficient	
to	make	our	connection.	We	do	not	have	to	re-clear	security.	
	
If	you	get	separated	from	the	group,	our	flight	number	will	be	NZ7,	and	we	should	be	departing	from	
the	G	concourse	in	San	Francisco.		
	
Evan	Roberts	will	be	traveling	with	the	group.		
	
Jet	lag	recommendation:	I	suggest	that	you	get	up	fairly	early,	and	try	to	have	a	reasonably	active	(but	
not	stressful!)	day.	Your	goal	should	be	to	stay	awake	until	a	couple	of	hours	out	of	San	Francisco	on	
our	flight	to	Auckland,	which	will	be	at	least	1am	Central	Daylight	Time,	but	about	7pm	Auckland	time.	
If	 you	normally	do	 some	exercise,	 try	 to	do	 that,	 and	 if	 you	have	 the	 time,	perhaps	do	a	 little	more.	
Make	sure	to	leave	enough	time	to	get	to	the	airport	and	check	in!		
	
If	you	can	avoid	caffeine	for	much	of	the	afternoon,	you	will	have	a	greater	chance	of	falling	asleep	on	
the	flight	to	Auckland.		
	
I	highly	recommend	buying	some	earplugs	and	a	sleeping	mask	before	our	trip.	They	do	sell	these	at	the	
Minneapolis	and	San	Francisco	airports,	but	charge	a	premium	for	desperation.			
	
Thursday,	18	May:	In	transit.		
	
Cross	 the	 equator	 and	 the	 International	 Date	 Line!	 Don’t	 worry,	 you	 will	 get	 this	 day	 back	 on	 the	
longest	12th	of	June	you	have	probably	ever	had.		
	
	 	 Auckland,	New	Zealand	

	
We	will	spend	our	first	three	full	days	in	New	Zealand	in	the	largest	city,	Auckland.	Our	schedule	is	

relatively	busy	to	keep	you	active	and	outdoors	while	you	adjust	to	local	time.		
	
Friday,	19	May	
Arrive	in	Auckland,	NZ	between	5:30	and	6:30am	(scheduled	for	5:55,	but	westbound	flight	times	vary	
significantly	because	of	headwinds)	
• Meet	an	AustraLearn	Representative	at	Auckland	International	Airport.	
• Transfer	by	coach	to	accommodation.		
• AustraLearn	 introduction	 session	 to	 prepare	 you	 for	 New	 Zealand,	 explore	 differences	 and	

similarities	between	cultures,	 and	 learn	essential	 safety	advice.	 	Review	 the	course	 itinerary	and	
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ask	your	AustraLearn	representative	any	questions	you	may	have.		(2	hours)	
• Local	walking	tour	of	Auckland’s	central	city	
• Afternoon:	Auckland	War	Memorial	Museum	(this	is	a	suggested	activity	for	a	return	visit)	
• Welcome	Dinner	@	local	pub–	Included	in	program	expense	
• Accommodation	at	an	Auckland	backpackers	
	
Journal	writing:	Reflect	on	your	 first	day	 in	New	Zealand.	What	have	you	noticed?	Don’t	be	afraid	 to	
note	similarities	and	differences	that	seem	small.	Small,	cumulative	differences	make	cultures	distinct.	
	
Reading:	If	you	have	time	and	energy	you	should	be	reading	Michael	King’s	History	of	New	Zealand,	or	
David	 Hackett	 Fischer’s	 Fairness	 and	 Freedom.	 We	 will	 be	 discussing	 Fischer	 with	 New	 Zealand	
students	next	week.	Be	prepared!	
	
Friday,	24	May	
• Breakfast:	Included	in	program	
• Lunch	and	dinner:	At	own	expense		
	
• Rangitoto	Island	visit.	We	will	catch	a	ferry	to	Rangitoto	Island	in	the	morning	and	return	in	the	

afternoon.	There	are	several	ferries	each	day.		
	
Kauri:	Investigate	ferry	timetable	for	Rangitoto	Island,	and	provide	these	details	to	the	class.		
Also,	provide	the	class	with	a	list	of	possible	activities	on	the	island	that	can	be	achieved	by	the	time	
the	ferry	returns.		
Internet	hints:	Fuller’s	ferries.	Department	of	Conservation.	
	
Miro:	Prepare	a	brief	natural	 (geological	and	environmental)	and	human	history	of	Rangitoto	 Island.	
Why	is	the	island	significant	to	Aucklanders,	both	Māori	and	Pākehā?	
	
Additional	reading:	Brian	Owens,	“Behind	NZ’s	Wild	Plan	to	Purge	All	Pests”,	Nature.	11	January	2017.	
	
On	the	ferry	to	Rangitoto,	we	will	discuss	our	first	day’s	impressions	of	New	Zealand.	When	we	are	on	
the	island	Evan	will	lead	a	hike	to	the	summit	and	crater	rim.	There	are	walks	and	activities	to	suit	all	
levels	of	fitness.	
	
Note:	If	the	weather	is	particularly	bad,	we	will	re-schedule	the	Rangitoto	visit	for	Thursday,	30	May.		
	
Saturday,	25	May	2013	
• Breakfast:	Included	in	program	
• Lunch	and	dinner:	At	own	expense	
	
• Otara	Markets	 in	South	Auckland:	We	will	visit	 the	Otara	markets	 in	South	Auckland.	This	 is	a	

particularly	diverse	area	of	Auckland	with	many	Asian	and	Polynesian	ethnicities	living	in	the	area.	
While	central	Auckland	is	well-off,	South	Auckland	faces	many	social	and	economic	challenges.	

• Optional	evening	activity:	Rugby	game	at	Eden	Park:	Auckland	Blues	vs.	A.C.T	Brumbies	
	
Rata:	Investigate	the	public	transport	itinerary	between	our	downtown	Auckland	accommodation	and	
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Otara	(there	is	a	direct	bus).	How	do	we	get	there	and	back,	and	how	much	will	it	cost?		
	 	

Totara:	 Prepare	 a	 20	 minute	 overview	 for	 the	 class	 of	 Pacific	 Island	 and	 Asian	 migration	 to	 New	
Zealand.	 Consult	 the	 additional	 reading	 in	 the	 course	 packet,	 and	 supplement	 it	 with	 your	 own	
research.		
	 	

Additional	reading	and	discussion:	There	is	additional	reading	in	the	course	packet	about	Pacific	Island	
migration	to	New	Zealand.	On	the	bus	tomorrow	we	will	be	discussing	your	reading	of	 the	first	
100	pages	of	Michael	King’s	History	of	New	Zealand	(to	the	end	of	Chapter	7),	and	reflecting	as	a	
group	on	our	first	three	days	in	New	Zealand.	Be	prepared	to	contribute!		
	
Journal	writing	 suggestion:	What	 challenges	 has	 New	 Zealand	 faced	 in	 its	 growing	 diversity	 in	 recent	
decades?	How	has	it	dealt	with	them?	What	did	you	learn	from	your	trip	to	Otara?	How	did	it	change	your	
impression	of	New	Zealand	society?	
	

Waitangi	and	Russell	
	
Sunday,	26	May		
• Breakfast	–	Included	in	program	
• We	will	depart	for	Waitangi	this	morning	on	a	coach.	Make	sure	you	are	prepared	to	go	on	time,	or	

you	will	be,	at	least,	paying	for	your	own	accommodation	in	Auckland,	and	at	worst,	sent	home.	
• Lunch:	At	own	expense	in	Waitangi	
• Afternoon:	Guided	tour	of	Waitangi	Treaty	Grounds	
• Evening:	Check	into	Paihia	accommodation	
• Dinner:	At	own	expense	in	Waitangi	
	
Reading:	Description	of	the	signing	of	the	Treaty	of	Waitangi	in	Charles	Wilkie’s	Narrative	of	the	United	
States	Exploring	Expedition.		
Michael	King,	History	of	New	Zealand,	Chapters	8-11	
	
Journal	writing	suggestion:	Reflect	on	why	the	Treaty	has	become	so	central	 to	New	Zealand	politics	
and	society.	How	was	the	Treaty	presented	as	both	an	historical	and	current	document?	What	parallels	
can	you	see	to	Minnesota	and	United	States'	history?	
	
Kiwi	and	Moa:	Purchase	a	copy	of	the	Herald	on	Sunday	 in	Auckland	or	in	Paihia.	What	are	the	major	
stories?	What	audience	is	the	paper	trying	to	appeal	to?	What	are	some	current	political	issues	in	New	
Zealand?	Be	prepared	to	lead	the	discussion	on	Tuesday	with	the	Herald	on	Sunday	editor	who	will	be	
talking	to	us.	
	
Monday,	27	May	
• Breakfast	–	Included	in	program	
• Travel	by	ferry	from	Paihia	to	Russell	
• Visit	to	Pompallier	Mission	and	Printery	
• Lunch:	At	own	expense	in	Russell	
• Visit	to	Russell	Museum	
• Dinner:	At	own	expense	in	Paihia	
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Pukeko:	Prepare	 a	 20	minute	 introduction	 for	 the	 class	 about	 the	 early	 (1820-1860)	missionary	
presence	in	New	Zealand.	What	religious	groups	were	present?	Where	did	they	operate?	Were	they	
successful?	
	
Tui:	Prepare	a	20	minute	introduction	for	the	class	about	Russell	(also	known	as	Kororareka).	Why	
did	Europeans	visit	the	area?	What	was	the	area’s	reputation?	What	happened	to	the	town	after	the	
Treaty	of	Waitangi?	What	is	its	historical	significance	to	New	Zealand?	
	
Journal	 writing	 suggestion:	What	 are	 the	 distinctive	 and	 interesting	 aspects	 of	 New	 Zealand's	
colonial	history?	What	was	most	interesting	to	you	about	the	Treaty	of	Waitangi?	

	
	 	 Auckland	
	
We	return	to	Auckland	for	several	days	of	lectures	and	discussions	and	the	opportunity	for	you	to	
explore	Auckland's	many	cultural	and	historic	attractions	on	your	own.	
	
Tuesday,	28	May	
• Breakfast	–	Included	in	program	
• Travel	by	coach	to	Auckland,	and	return	to	backpacker	accommodation	

o On	 the	 coach	 trip	we	will	 discuss	Michael	 King’s	History	 of	 New	 Zealand	 to	 the	 end	 o	
Chapter	 11,	 and	 reflect	 on	 what	 we	 learned	 about	 the	 earliest	 encounters	 between	
Europeans	and	Māori.	What	were	the	important	events	in	these	early	encounters?	What	
are	the	key	points	of	the	Treaty?		

• Lunch	–	at	own	expense	in	Auckland	
	
• Visit	to	New	Zealand	Herald	newspaper.	
	
Reading:		See	course	packet	for	background	reading	on	the	New	Zealand	media.		
		
Journal	 writing	 suggestion:	What	 insights	 does	 the	 media	 give	 into	 New	 Zealand's	 contemporary	
politics,	culture	and	society?		
	
Wednesday,	29	May	
• Breakfast	–	Included	in	program￼	
• Morning:	Unscheduled.	See	the	list	of	suggested	activities.	We	will	be	meeting	at	the	University	of	

Auckland	in	the	afternoon.	Do	not	be	late!	
• Lunch:	At	own	expense	in	Auckland	
• Afternoon:	 Discussion	 with	 University	 of	 Auckland	 students	 about	 New	 Zealand	 and	

American	history,	followed	by	University	of	Auckland	History	Department	seminar.	
• Evening:	Unscheduled	—	this	is	an	opportunity	to	meet	young	New	Zealanders	after	the	discussion	

and	seminar.	Do	not	be	shy!	
• Dinner:	At	own	expense	
	
Reading:	Chapters	 from	David	Hackett	 Fischer,	Fairness	 and	Freedom	 in	 course	packet.	 You	must	 all	
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have	read	and	be	prepared	to	discuss	these	chapters!	
	
	
Thursday,	30	May	
• Breakfast	 –	 At	 own	 expense.	 At	 breakfast	 we	 will	 discuss	 people’s	 plans	 for	 visiting	 Auckland	

cultural	and	historic	sites	(see	list	provided	by	instructor)	
• Lunch	and	dinner	–	at	own	expense.	
	
Journal	writing	suggestion:	Reflect	on	how	you	selected	the	activity	or	sites	you	wanted	to	visit?	Why	
did	you	choose	it?	What	did	you	learn?	How	did	it	change	your	impressions	of	New	Zealand.	
	

Reminder:	Upcoming	deadline!	
Tomorrow	you	will	be	turning	in	your	journals	for	review.	

	
Rotorua	and	the	Waikato	

We	will	travel	to	one	of	New	Zealand's	tourist	hot	spots,	Rotorua.	In	the	next	three	days	we	will	learn	
more	about	New	Zealand's	tourist	and	dairy	industries,	Māori	culture,	and	aspects	of	New	Zealand's	

distinctive	geological	formations.	
	
Friday,	31	May	
• Breakfast	–	Included	in	program￼	
• Transfer	by	coach	to	Matamata.		
• On	the	coach	we	will	discuss	 the	 first	reading	quiz,	and	reflect	on	our	 first	week	 in	New	Zealand	

from	your	summary	of	your	first	week’s	journals.		
• 11am:	Hobbiton	Movie	Set	
• Lunch	–	at	own	expense	
• 2pm:	Longlands	Dairy	Farm	
• Transfer	by	coach	to	Rotorua	
• Rotorua	backpacker	accommodation	
	
Kauri:	Prepare	a	20	minute	introduction	for	the	class	about	New	Zealand	tourism	and	film.	When	did	
this	 industry	 take	off?	How	has	New	Zealand	 tried	 to	 take	advantage	of	 this	 interest	 in	 the	country?	
What	have	been	the	challenges?	(Suggestions:	Google	Scholar.	Start	before	Lord	of	 the	Rings.	See	 the	
Statistics	New	Zealand	website	about	contemporary	tourism)	
	
Miro:	Prepare	a	20	minute	introduction	for	the	class	about	the	New	Zealand	dairy	industry.	When	did	
this	industry	become	significant?	What	have	been	its	social	and	economic	effects?	What	is	its	history?	
Why	is	it	important	today?	What	are	some	of	the	environmental	issues	associated	with	the	industry?	
	
Additional	reading:	See	the	course	packet	
	
Saturday,	1	June	
• Breakfast	–	Included	in	program￼	
• Morning:	 Transfer	 by	 coach	 to	Whakarewarewa.	 We	 will	 visit	 the	 marae,	 and	 see	 geothermal	

activity.	



SOC	3090:	Understanding	New	Zealand.	Global	Seminar.	May-June	2017	

	 22	

• Lunch	–	at	own	expense￼	(at	Whakarewarewa)	
• Afternoon:	 Transfer	 to	 the	 Buried	 Village,	 which	 was	 buried	 in	 the	 1886	 Tarawera	 volcanic	

eruption	
• Transfer	by	coach	to	Rotorua	
• Dinner	–	at	own	expense￼	in	Rotorua	
	
Additional	reading:	See	the	course	packet	
	
Rata:	Prepare	a	20	minute	introduction	for	the	class	about	New	Zealand's	distinctive	geothermal	and	
volcanic	 landscape.	Where	 is	 it	 located?	 How	 did	 it	 form?	What	 is	 it	 used	 for?	What	 have	 been	 its	
effects	(Google	Scholar;	Te	Ara)	
	
Sunday,	2	June	
• Breakfast	–	Included	in	program￼	
• Lunch	and	Dinner	–	at	own	expense	
• Today	is	an	unscheduled	day.	Choose	from	among	the	many	activities	there	are	to	do	in	Rotorua.	

The	program	includes	free	entry	into	the	Rotorua	Museum,	at	a	time	of	your	choosing.	￼	
	

Wellington	
	

We	spend	our	last	9	days	in	Wellington,	New	Zealand's	capital	city,	and	regarded	by	many	as	the	
cultural	capital	of	the	country	as	well.	It	is	a	compact	and	walkable	city	that	sometimes	feel	like	it	has	
the	amenities	and	culture	of	a	much	larger	area.	Some	of	this	difference	in	urban	form	and	feel	is	due	to	
the	city’s	topography,	but	the	city	council	has	also	emphasized	different	land-use	and	transportation	

policies	than	Auckland.	
	
	
Monday,	3	June,	Queen’s	Birthday	
• Breakfast	–	Included	in	program￼.	We	will	be	leaving	early,	so	be	on	time!	
• Transfer	by	coach	to	Wellington	(5	hours)	

o On	the	coach	to	Wellington,	we	will	be	discussing	Michael	King’s	History	of	New	Zealand	
to	the	end	of	Chapter	19,	and	reflecting	on	our	journal	writing.		

• Lunch	–	at	own	expense￼	en	route	to	Wellington.		
• Afternoon:	Museum	of	Wellington,	City,	and	Sea	
• Evening:	Check	into	Wellington	City	Backpacker	Accommodation.	
• Dinner	–	at	own	expense￼	
	
Totara:	What	is	the	Queen’s	Birthday	holiday?	Is,	today,	in	fact	the	Queen’s	birthday?	Where	else	is	this	
holiday	celebrated?	What	role	does	the	Queen	play	in	New	Zealand's	society	and	culture?	What	is	the	
role	of	the	monarchy	in	New	Zealand's	constitution?	What	proposals	are	there	to	replace	the	monarchy	
with	a	republican	constitution,	and	how	popular	are	these?		
	
Tuesday,	4	June	
• Breakfast	–	Included	in	program￼	
• 10am:	 Visit	 to	 offices	 of	 Te	 Ara	 and	 talk	 with	 Jock	 Phillips,	 editor	 of	 Te	 Ara,	 an	 online	
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encyclopedia	of	New	Zealand.	Dr	Phillips	is	a	New	Zealander	who	trained	in	History	at	Harvard,	
and	has	taught	and	researched	New	Zealand	and	American	history.	Since	the	1990s	he	has	been	a	
leading	 figure	 in	 the	 development	 of	 two	major	 New	 Zealand	 cultural	 institutions:	Te	 Papa,	 the	
Museum	 of	 New	 Zealand	 (which	 we	 will	 visit	 later	 in	 the	 week)	 and	 Te	 Ara.	 He	 was	 also	 a	
manuscript	reader	 for	David	Hackett	Fischer’s	Fairness	and	Freedom.	You	have	all	used	Te	Ara	 in	
preparing	for	this	class,	and	read	this	book.	Be	prepared	to	engage	Dr.	Phillips	in	discussion	about	
New	Zealand's	history	and	the	culture	of	New	Zealand!		

• Lunch	–	at	own	expense￼	
• Afternoon:	Explore	Wellington	—	see	the	list	of	activities	you	are	provided,	or	find	others	from	the	

Wellington	Information	Centre.		
	
Kiwi:	Find	directions	for	walking	or	taking	the	bus	from	our	accommodation	in	Courtney	Place	to	the	
offices	of	Te	Ara	in	Radio	New	Zealand	House	on	the	Terrace	(Hints:	Metlink.	Google	Maps).	
	
Moa:	 Prepare	 a	 list	 of	 6-10	 thoughtful	 questions	 about	 New	 Zealand's	 history	 and	 the	 Te	 Ara	
encyclopedia	for	Dr.	Phillips		
(I	recommend	that	you	start	this	list,	and	revise	it	as	we	go.	The	questions	should	be	historiographical,	
interpretive,	or	comparative.	They	should	not	be	factual)	
	
Pukeko:	 Find	 directions	 from	 the	 backpackers	 to	 the	 Wellington	 city	 information	 centre	 (Hint:	
Wellington	City	Council.	Google	Maps)	
	
	
Wednesday,	5	June		
• Breakfast	–	Included	in	program￼	
• Morning:	Explore	Wellington	—	see	the	list	of	activities	you	are	provided,	or	find	others	from	the	

Wellington	Information	Centre	
• Afternoon:	 Meet	 with	 class	 at	 Victoria	 University	 of	 Wellington	 to	 discuss	 New	 Zealand's	

involvement	in	the	Vietnam	War.	We	will	also	watch	a	video	about	New	Zealand	and	Vietnam,	and	
meet	an	historian	who	has	written	about	New	Zealand	and	Vietnam.		

• Dinner	–	at	own	expense￼	
• Evening:	Unscheduled	—	this	is	an	opportunity	to	meet	young	New	Zealanders	after	the	discussion	

and	seminar.	Do	not	be	shy!	
	
Pukeko:	Prepare	a	list	of	6-10	thoughtful	questions	about	New	Zealand's	involvement	in	the	Vietnam	
war	 based	 on	 the	 required	 readings,	 and	 other	 readings	 you	 have	 found	 (hint:	 Google	 Scholar,	
Historical		Abstracts)	
	
Thursday,	6	June	
• Breakfast	–	Included	in	program￼	
• 9:30am:	Lecture	 on	New	Zealand's	 political	 system	 from	Professor	Nigel	 Roberts	 (Victoria	

University	of	Wellington).	Murphy	539,	Victoria	University	of	Wellington.	
• Lunch	–	At	own	expense	in	vicinity	of	parliament.	
• Noon	–	Meet	with	a	member	of	Parliament		
• 1pm:	Tour	of	Parliament	
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o Watch	Parliamentary	question	time	
• Dinner	–	at	own	expense￼	
	
Required	reading:	See	the	course	packet	for	today’s	reading.	Before	we	meet,	you	must	prepare	at	least	
one	question	or	observation	that	you	will	contribute	to	the	discussion.	Professor	Levine	and	Professor	
Roberts	 have	 a	 combined	 75	 years	 of	 experience	 in	 teaching	 and	 researching	New	Zealand	 politics.	
They	are	passionate	about	the	topic.	Take	advantage	of	their	enthusiasm	and	expertise!	
	
Tui:	Find	information	on	additional	historic	tours	and	sites	of	Wellington	for	students	to	do	tomorrow.	
The	 tours	 can	 be	 self-guided	 or	 paid	 (both	 exist).	 Historic	 sites	 should	 be	 accessible	 by	walking	 or	
public	transport	(Hint:	New	Zealand	Historic	Places	Trust,	Wellington	city	and	tourist	websites)	
	
Friday,	7	June	
• Breakfast	–	Included	in	program￼	
• Today	 is	 an	 unscheduled	 day.	 Use	 the	 list	 of	 activities	 provided	 by	 the	 instructor	 to	 plan	 your	

activities.	 If	 the	 weather	 is	 fine,	 you	 may	 use	 this	 day	 to	 take	 a	 day-trip	 to	 a	 location	 close	 to	
Wellington	 that	 is	 listed	among	 the	suggested	activities.	 If	you	plan	to	do	a	day	trip,	you	must	
inform	Evan	of	your	plans.		

• You	may	also	use	this	day	to	visit	Wellington	libraries	to	do	research	for	your	final	paper.		
	

Reminder:	Upcoming	deadline!	
Tomorrow	you	will	be	turning	in	your	journals	for	review.	

	
Saturday,	8	June	
• Breakfast	–	Included	in	program￼	
• Morning:	Te	Papa,	Museum	of	New	Zealand,	including	Te	Papa	sampler	tour	
• Lunch	–	at	own	expense￼	
• Afternoon:	Weta	Cave:	Behind	the	scenes	look	at	the	production	company	behind	New	Zealand’s	

most	significant	film	productions.	
	
Kauri:	Provide	 the	 class	with	directions	 for	Weta	Cave	and	 return	 to	downtown	on	public	 transport	
(that’s	how	we’ll	be	getting	there)	
	
Sunday,	9	June	
• Breakfast	–	Included	in	program￼	
• Morning:	Visit	to	Wellington’s	Botanical	Gardens,	with	commentary	on	New	Zealand's	 flora	by	

Evan	Roberts	
• Lunch	–	at	own	expense￼	(in	or	near	Botanical	Gardens,	or	at	Zealandia)	
• Afternoon:	Visit	to	Zealandia,	urban	bird	sanctuary	
	
Miro:	Find	public	transport	directions	to	Zealandia	from	the	Wellington	Botanical	Gardens,	and	return	
to	our	accommodation.	Inform	the	class	about	some	important	things	they	need	to	know	about	visiting	
Zealandia	so	they	don’t	get	locked	in!		
	
Rata:	 Prepare	 a	10-15	 introduction	 for	 the	 class	 about	New	Zealand's	 on-shore	wildlife	 sanctuaries.	
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What	is	their	purpose?	What	is	their	history?	What	have	they	achieved?	What	challenges	do	they	still	
face?		
	
Reading:	 Fikret	 Berkes	 (2004)	 “Rethinking	 Community	 Based	 Conservation”,	 Conservation	 Biology.,	
18(3):	621-30.		
A.	 Saunders	 and	 D.A.	 Norton	 (2001)	 “Ecological	 Restoration	 at	 Mainland	 Islands	 in	 New	 Zealand,”	
Biological	Conservation,	99(1):	109-19.	
	
Monday,	10	June	
• Breakfast	–	Included	in	program￼	
• Morning:	Transfer	 by	 coach	 to	 visit	Victoria	 University	 of	Wellington	Marine	 Laboratory	 in	

Island	Bay	
• Lunch	–	at	own	expense￼	
• Afternoon:	 Unscheduled.	 Visit	 sites	 from	 list	 provided,	 or	 you	 may	 also	 use	 this	 day	 to	 visit	

Wellington	libraries	to	do	research	for	your	final	paper.	
• Dinner	–	at	own	expense￼	
	
Kiwi:	Prepare	a	20	minute	introduction	to	the	class	about	the	role	of	the	sea	in	New	Zealand’s	history	
and	environment.	You	may	draw	on	material	from	other	sites	we	have	visited.		
	

Reminder:	Upcoming	deadline!	
Tomorrow	we	will	be	discussing	our	final	reflections	and	impressions	of	New	Zealand.		

You	should	be	finished	reading	Michael	King’s	History	of	New	Zealand.	
	
Tuesday,	11	June	
• Breakfast	–	Included	in	program￼	
• Morning	–	Transfer	by	ferry	to	Matiu/Somes	Island.	Evan	will	lead	a	walk	around	the	island.	
• Lunch	–	at	own	expense￼		
• Afternoon:	After	 returning	 to	Wellington	we	will	have	a	 final	wrap-up	session	 at	a	venue	 to	be	

determined.	This	discussion	will	reflect	on	the	journey	and	learning	we	have	undertaken	in	the	past	
three	weeks.	We	will	add	more	specific	questions	to	the	discussion	closer	to	the	time,	but	they	will	
come	from	these	broader	questions.	What	have	you	learned	about	…	
o New	Zealand	as	a	country?		[think	beyond	facts	to	broader	historical	or	social	patterns]	
o How	travel	and	experiences	contribute	to	your	learning?	
o About	yourself:	your	goals,	ideas	and	values,	and	your	relationships	to	your	peers.	

• Group	farewell	dinner	–	Included	in	program￼	
	

Moa:	Provide	the	class	with	instructions	for	getting	to	Matiu/Somes	Island	on	the	Dominion	Post	ferry.	
We	 will	 be	 departing	 and	 returning	 from	 Queen’s	 Wharf.	 How	 early	 do	 we	 need	 to	 leave	 the	
backpackers	to	reach	the	ferry?	When	do	we	need	to	be	back	at	the	wharf	on	the	island	to	ensure	we	
get	home?	
	
Tui:	Prepare	a	20	minute	introduction	to	the	class	about	the	history	and	environment	of	Matiu/Somes	
Island.	Why	is	it	significant	to	local	Māori?	What	has	its	history	been	since	European	settlement?	What	
is	its	role	now?		
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Wednesday,	12	June	
• Breakfast	–	Included	in	program￼	
• Lunch	–	at	own	expense￼	
• Afternoon:	Return	 to	USA.	Depart	 from	Wellington	Airport.	Transfer	 to	a	 flight	 to	Los	Angeles	at	

Auckland	International	Airport	(you	will	change	terminals).	In	Los	Angeles	(it	will	still	be	12	June),	
you	will	change	terminals	to	connect	to	your	Delta	flight	to	Minneapolis/St.	Paul.	

	
Totara:	Provide	 students	 with	 instructions	 on	 transferring	 between	 terminals	 at	 Auckland	 and	 Los	
Angeles	International	Airports.	What	are	the	options?	How	long	will	each	option	take?		Where	on	the	
journey	 back	 to	 Minneapolis/St.	 Paul	 will	 you	 need	 to	 reclaim	 luggage?	 What	 documentation	 is	
required	when	departing	New	Zealand	and	arriving	 in	 the	United	States?	What	are	you	allowed	and	
not	allowed	to	bring	back	to	the	United	States?		
	
Organize	 the	 class	 into	 a	 buddy	 system	 to	 ensure	 that	 everyone	 makes	 their	 connecting	 flight	 in	
Auckland	and	Los	Angeles,	and	inform	the	class	before	departure	about	the	transfer	at	Auckland.		
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Recommended Supplies for Classroom and Field Trips 
	
• Spiral	 notebook	 (~6”	 x	 9”)	 in	 which	 to	 write	 a	 daily	 journal	 (at	 least	 50	 pages).		

You	may	also	keep	your	journal	on	a	laptop,	and	share	it	with	me	via	Dropbox	or	Google	Drive.	
• Spiral	bound	notebook	(~6”	x	9”)	with	the	binding	on	the	left	side	for	taking	notes	outside	(about	

50	pages).	(a	phone	or	a	tablet	would	also	be	fine	when	we	are	inside,	but	bring	a	notebook	for	the	
outdoor	days)	

• Plastic	bag	to	place	over	notebook	during	wet	weather.	
• 2	pencils,	 2	pens.	 	 	 Ink	will	 smear	when	wet	 so	bring	a	pencil	 for	 the	 inevitable	 rainy	day.	Did	 I	

mention	a	good	raincoat	before?	
• A	 small	 pocket	 knife	 (pack	 in	 your	 checked	 luggage,	 not	 carry-on	 luggage)	 is	 useful	 for	

sharpening	pencils	and	food	preparation.	
• Bag	to	store	handouts,	field	notes,	and	travel	literature	(gallon	size	Ziploc	bags	are	pretty	good	for	

this	since	they	are	transparent	and	waterproof.	They	are	also	good	for	packing	dirty	clothes,	but	of	
course	I	don’t	recommend	using	the	same	bag.	Buy	them	before	you	go,	they’re	expensive	in	New	
Zealand.)	

• Day	pack	 to	 carry	 supplies	 during	daytrips:	 sunscreen,	 notebook,	 pencils	&	 pens,	 handouts,	 rain	
coat,	sweater/jacket,	water	bottle,	lunch	&	snacks.	
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Assignments and grading 
	
The	course	will	involve	lectures	and	experiential	learning.	As	detailed	above,	an	important	part	of	your	
contribution	to	the	class	is	working	in	teams	to	prepare	the	introductions	for	site	visits	and	lectures.		
Assignments	and	their	contribution	to	your	total	are	described	below.				
	
Before	departure:			

10%	Submit	a	typed,	single-spaced,	2	page	paper	to	Evan	Roberts	at	the	Minneapolis	airport	
before	departure	on	17	May.		
	
This	paper	is	like	your	personal	statement	before	departure.	It	does	not	have	to	be	extensively	
cited	 (though	 you	 can	 indicate	 what	 reading	 you’ve	 done	 if	 you	 like),	 and	 while	 it	 must	 be	
grammatically	correct	it	is	not	formal	writing.	You	will	find	it	interesting	and	helpful	to	see	how	
you’ve	 grown	by	 looking	back	on	what	 you	wrote	 initially.	 I	will	 find	 it	 useful	 to	 know	more	
about	you	and	your	goals	for	the	class	before	we	go,	and	it	will	help	me	get	to	know	you	all	a	
little	better.		
	
It	must	describe:	
• Your	personal	goals	to	be	accomplished.		(How	will	you	benefit?	What	do	you	expect	to	learn	

about	yourself?)		
• One	 to	 three	aspects	of	New	Zealand	history	 that	you	want	 to	 learn	more	about	 (e.g;	 race	

relations,	 social	 policy,	 women’s	 suffrage,	 the	World	Wars,	 recent	 political	 and	 economic	
reforms)	

• One	to	three	specific	aspects	of	New	Zealand	society	that	you	expect	to	observe	and	study	
(e.g.,	 art,	 architecture,	 transportation,	 language,	 music,	 food,	 entertainment,	 politics,	
interpersonal	relations…).	

	
Grading	is	based	on	these	points	and	criteria:	
	 Points	Criteria	
	 		1	 typed	and	submitted	on-time	May	17	
	 		4	 description	of	personal	goals	
	 		4	 description	of	culture	
	 		4	 description	of	natural	resource	issues	
	 		2	 spelling	
	 		2		 punctuation	
	 		3		 grammar,	writing	quality	
	 20	 total	points	

	
Before	 departure	 and	 in	 New	 Zealand:	 Biographical	 profile	 and	 presentation	 about	 a	 New	
Zealand	 soldier	 (20%).	 This	 assignment	 introduces	 you	 to	 archival	 and	 biographical	 research	
through	a	public	website,	Measuring	the	ANZACs,	run	by	the	instructor	that	provides	access	to	millions	
of	 pages	 of	 records	 about	 New	 Zealand	 soldiers.	 You	 will	 gain	 skills	 in	 using	 archival	 records	 as	
sources,	 and	 the	 assignment	 will	 introduce	 you	 to	 theories	 of	 the	 life	 course	 that	 are	 central	 to	
sociological	 research.	 Drawing	 on	 the	 records	 on	 the	 website	 and	 other	 easily	 accessible	 online	
sources,	you	will	prepare	a	presentation	about	the	life	of	the	soldier.	You	will	present	this	to	a	group	of	
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New	Zealanders	in	either	Auckland	or	Wellington	at	a	museum	or	community	gathering.			
	
In	New	Zealand:	

First	midterm	journal	review	(10%)	
Due	25	May.	This	journal	should	include	at	some	point	a	discussion	of	your	options	for	your	final	
paper.	
	
	
Second	midterm	journal	review	(10%)	
Due	3	June.	This	journal	should	include	the	final	paper	topic	you	have	chosen.	
	
Your	journal	should	respond	to	the	following	criteria.		
	
Submit	a	hand-written	or	typed	daily	journal	that	summarizes:	

• What	 you	 have	 learned	 about	 at	 least	 one	 issue	 in	 New	 Zealand’s	 culture,	 society	 and	
environment	

o What	is	the	issue?		
o How	were	you	made	aware	of	this	issue?	(site	visit,	reading,	informal	discussion)	
o What	are	some	different	perspectives	about	this	issue	in	New	Zealand?	
o Are	there	comparisons	in	this	area	you	can	make	with	the	United	States?		

• What	you	learned	about	NZ	culture	and	how	New	Zealanders	interact.				
o How	is	it	similar	or	different	from	the	U.S.?			
o How	did	you	or	could	you	adapt	to	differences?	

• What	you	learned	about	yourself	while	living	in	this	new	environment.				
	
Grading	is	based	on	these	points	and	criteria:	

	 Points	Criteria	
	 		1	 submitted	on-time	
	 		1	 legibility	(if	handwritten)	
	 		3	 description	of	personal	growth	

	 		5	 description	of	culture		
									2									Documents	use	of	course	resources,	including	reading	and	visits	

		8	 Description	of	historical,	social	or	environmental	issues	
	 20	 total	points	

	
	

Academic	group	work	(2	x	10%	=	20%.	10%	for	each	of	the	teams	you	are	involved	in)	
	

Due:	 At	 various	 points	 indicated	 throughout	 the	 course.	 For	 each	 presentation	 your	 group	 is	
responsible	for:		
• You	will	submit	your	notes	and	bibliography	to	the	instructor	for	grading	at	the	conclusion	of	the	

day	the	presentation	was	due.	You	can	submit	handwritten	notes,	or	share	the	files	electronically.		
• With	each	presentation,	you	will	 submit	 individually	either	electronically	or	handwritten	a	 short	

description	of	how	each	member	of	the	team—including	yourself—contributed	to	the	preparation	
of	 the	 presentation.	 You	 will	 assess	 the	 quality	 of	 your	 team	 members’	 contributions.	 These	
assessments	are	 confidential	between	you	and	me.	Based	on	 these	 reports,	 your	notes,	 and	your	
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presentation	I	will	grade	your	contributions	individually.		
	
	
After	returning:		

10%	Final	 journal	review.	This	 journal	should	cover	 the	period	 from	9	 June	 to	at	 least	18	
June	(a	week	after	returning).	If	you	find	the	journal	helpful	for	a	longer	understanding	of	
your	re-entry	 to	 the	United	States,	please	continue	 to	keep	 it,	 and	submit	 it.	There	are	no	
bonus	points	for	extra	days,	nor	deductions	for	not	having	extra	days.J	
	
When	you	return	 to	 the	United	States,	you	should	use	your	 journal	 to	 reflect	on	what	you	
have	learned	in	New	Zealand,	and	your	personal	growth	during	the	seminar.		
	
Due	 Monday,	 1	 July	 2017.	 	 Either	 send	 a	 hard	 copy	 to	 Evan’s	 office	 address	 or	 send	 a	 Word	
document	via	e-mail	attachment	to	eroberts@umn.edu.	
	
Same	content	and	grading	criteria	as	midterm	journal	review.			

	
20%	Final	paper.	This	1500	word	(6-page,	double	spaced)	paper	will	explore	in	greater	depth	an	
issue	of	your	choice	in	New	Zealand's	culture,	society	or	environment.		
	
Your	paper	should	address	an	interesting	and	non-obvious	question	(“Why”	or	“How”,	not	“What”)	
and	take	a	definite,	but	well-reasoned	and	nuanced,	point	of	view	on	the	topic.	You	will	choose	your	
final	question	by	the	2nd	mid-term	journal	review	on	8	June.	This	paper	is	your	chance	to	explore	in	
greater	depth	something	that	you	found	especially	interesting	in	New	Zealand.		
	
Your	paper	should	address	the	following	points,	and	do	so	in	a	fluid	essay-like	fashion:	

• What	issue	is	the	paper	addressing?	
o Why	is		this	issue	significant	in	New	Zealand?		

• Outline	 some	history	 to	 this	 issue	 (even	 if	 you	 are	 addressing	 an	historical	 topic,	 there	 is	
always	some	pre-history	to	what	you’ll	be	discussing)	

• What	 are	 the	major	 points	 of	 view	 about	 this	 issue?	 These	might	 be	 either	 the	 views	 of	
people	in	a	current	debate,	or	what	scholars	think	about	the	issue.	(this	will	be	the	bulk	of	
your	essay)	

• Particularly	in	the	last	few	pages	in	your	discussion	and	conclusion,	to	put	the	New	Zealand	
situation	in	context,	you	may	bring	in	well-chose	comparisons	to	other	countries.	

• Your	conclusion	should	have	a	definite,	well-reasoned	point	of	view	of	your	own	about	the	
issues	you	have	discussed.		

	
Grading	System:	
	
A-F	grading	system	with	"+"	and	"-"	symbols	will	be	used.	
	
A	student	is	not	permitted	to	submit	extra	work	in	an	attempt	to	raise	his	or	her	grade.	
	
An	incomplete	“I”	grade	will	be	assigned	only	when	there	is	a:	verifiable	medical	emergency.		[Give	the	
instructor	 a	 note	 from	medical	 personnel.]	 family	 emergency	 (e.g.,	 death,	 significant	 illness,	 or	 legal	
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problem	of	a	family	member	for	whom	you	are	the	primary	care	giver).			[Describe	the	situation	to	the	
instructor	and	provide	any	written	documentation	that	may	be	available.]	participation	in	significant	
University	sponsored	event	(e.g.,	team	member	in	intercollegiate	competition).			[Notify	the	instructor	
in	advance	of	the	exam.]	legal	obligations	(e.g.,	jury	duty,	court	appearance,	military	service).			[Bring	a	
copy	of	the	legal	notification	or	other	written	explanation.]	other	special	circumstances	agreed	upon	by	
the	instructor.	
	
Contact	 the	 instructor	 before	 the	 last	 day	 of	 the	 course	 to	 request	 an	 “I”	 grade.	 	 	 In	 general	 the	
additional	 time	 allotted	 to	 complete	 course	 work	will	 be	 proportional	 to	 the	 time	 the	 student	 was	
involved	in	handling	the	situation	which	prevented	them	from	completing	an	assignment	on	time.	
	
An	 "I"	 grade	 will	 automatically	 lapse	 to	 an	 "F"	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the	 next	 semester	 of	 a	 student's	
registration,	unless	the	instructor	agrees	to	submit	a	change	of	grade	for	a	student	during	a	subsequent	
semester	to	maintain	the	grade	as	an	"I".	 	 Individual	assignments	will	be	totally	graded	by	Professor	
Roberts.	
	
Students	 are	 responsible	 for	 all	 information	 disseminated	 in	 class	 and	 all	 course	 requirements,	
including	deadlines	and	examinations.	
	
Scholastic	 misconduct	 is	 broadly	 defined	 as	 "any	 act	 that	 violates	 the	 right	 of	 another	 student	 in	
academic	work	or	that	involves	misrepresentation	of	your	own	work.		Scholastic	dishonesty	includes,	
(but	is	not	necessarily	limited	to):	cheating	on	assignments	or	examinations;	plagiarizing,	which	means	
misrepresenting	as	your	own	work	any	part	of	work	done	by	another;	submitting	the	same	paper,	or	
substantially	similar	papers,	to	meet	the	requirements	of	more	than	one	course	without	the	approval	
and	consent	of	all	instructors	concerned;	depriving	another	student	of	necessary	course	materials;	or	
interfering	with	another	student's	work."		
	
Sources	of	Assistance:	
	
Students	may	 go	 to	 the	 Student	 Dispute	 Resolution	 Center	 for	 assistance	with	 academic	 or	 grading	
disputes.	 	 	 Student	Dispute	Resolution	 Center,	 107	Eddy	Hall,	 U	 of	MN,	 East	 Bank,	 (612)	 625-5900,	
sos@tc.umn.edu.	
	
Students	 with	 disabilities	 that	 affect	 their	 ability	 to	 participate	 fully	 in	 class	 or	 to	 meet	 all	 course	
requirements	are	encouraged	to	bring	this	to	the	instructor’s	attention	well	before	our	departure	from	
the	 United	 States	 so	 that	 appropriate	 accommodations	 can	 be	 arranged.	 	 	 Further	 information	 is	
available	from	Disability	Services,	180	McNamara	Center,	http://ds.umn.edu/,	(612)	626-1333.	
	
University	 policy	 prohibits	 sexual	 harassment	 as	 defined	 in	 the	 December	 1998	 policy	 statement.			
Questions	or	concerns	about	sexual	harassment	should	be	directed	to	the	Office	of	Equal	Opportunity	
and	Affirmative	Action,	274	McNamara	Alumni	Center,	www.eoaffact.umn.edu,	(612)	624-9547.			
	
As	a	student	you	may	experience	a	range	of	issues	that	can	cause	barriers	to	learning,	such	as	strained	
relationships,	increased	anxiety,	alcohol/drug	problems,	feeling	down,	difficulty	concentrating	and/or	
lack	of	motivation.		These	mental	health	concerns	or	stressful	events	may	lead	to	diminished	academic	
performance	 or	 reduce	 a	 student’s	 ability	 to	 participate	 in	 daily	 activities.	 	 University	 of	Minnesota	



SOC	3090:	Understanding	New	Zealand.	Global	Seminar.	May-June	2017	

	 32	

services	are	available	to	assist	you	with	addressing	these	and	other	concerns	you	may	be	experiencing.		
You	can	learn	more	about	the	broad	range	of	confidential	mental	health	services	available	on	campus	
via	the	Student	Mental	Health	Website	at:	http://www.mentalhealth.umn.edu.	
	


